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—G. C. HAMMOND, in 
In Understanding Be Men 


@ You will get a special blessing 
from Sherrard Rice’s “The Power of 
the Holy Spirit,’ beginning on p. 7 in 
this issue. It is a bit longer than 
most sermons we publish, but worth 
every inch of type. 


@ From all indications, Californians 
are a jump ahead of the rest of the 


country in the revival that shows 
signs of breaking forth here and there. 
Also, the Journal is making new 
friends more rapidly there than any- 
where else. This week we were 
pleased to notice our names in the 
congregational news letter of the Foot- 
hill Boulevard Baptist church of Oak- 
land. The latest Every Family Plan 
church is also joining us from that 
state. 


@ We have just read an article on that 
most obscure of modern philosophies, 
Existentialism, which for us tied to- 
gether the loose threads through Sar- 
tre, Tillich and Bultmann in a way 
nothing else has. By J. Rodman Wil- 
liams, of the Austin Theological Sem- 
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The Layman’s Bible Commentary 


“Contemporary theological thought,” as expressed in the 


latest volumes of a series 


The Power of the Holy Spirit 


A Review by the Editor 


Reviewing God’s promises to provide his people with a Power 
greater than all others —......_.. By Dr. J. Sherrard Rice 


Tips for Circle Chairmen 
By Mrs. Richardson Ayres 


Departments— 
ERAN 
A Layman and His Church 


Sunday School Lesson, November 19 


Youth Program, November 19 __... 
Circle Bible Study, December _-_--.----------- 


The Church at Home _. 


Children’s Bible Studies 


The Mailbag 


inary faculty, Austin, Tex., the article 
appears in the Seminary Bulletin for 


September, 1961, and may be had for § 


the asking. ‘Summarizes Dr. Williams: 
“Existentialism, as Sartre frankly has 
put it, is a humanism, and the degree 
of belief or disbelief in God makes lit. 
tle difference: man is the center as 
in all humanism.” 


@ The Moderator of the Scottish 
Church has been authorized to accept 
an invitation from the Pope for a 
visit while in Rome next year... 
if the Pope invites him. There 
will be no effort to solicit such an jp. 
vitation, but the special committee ap. 
pointed to study the matter has pub. 
licly announced that if the Pope should 
notice that the Moderator is in Rome 
and if the Pope should thereupon jn. 
vite the Moderator to come to the 
Vatican, he may go. Most spokesmen 
for the Free Church of Scotland took 
a dim view of the whole thing. 


@ People we simply cannot under. 
stand: the ecclesiastics who write 
glowingly of John Calvin and his 
world-wide influence — while insist- 
ing on the side that the Church will 
not progress until it has done away 
with his teachings. 


@ Congratulations and a gift King 
James Version Bible to Larry Frazier 
of the First Church, Alexandria, La, 
for perfectly reciting the Shorter 
Catechism. 


@ The Presbyterian Church is a con- 
fessional Church; our function in the 
world is a confessional function. — B. 
FRANK HALL. 





THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL, a 
Presbyterian weekly magazine, devoted 
to the statement, defense, and propa- 
gation of the Gospel, the faith which 
was once for all delivered to the saints, 
published every Wednesday by the 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, Inc., 
in Weaverville, N. C. 


SUBSCRIPTION PRICES: $3 a year 
for individuals, $2 for members of 
Every Family Plan churches. All cor- 
respondence regarding subscriptions, 
advertising or other business matters 
should be addressed to the business 
office in Weaverville, N. C. Second- 
class mail privileges authorized at 
Weaverville, N. C. 


EDITORIAL correspondence should be 
addressed to P. O. Box 3108, Asheville, 


N. C. Editorial offices located at 84 § 


Kimberly Ave. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS notices should 
be addressed to the business office, 
Weaverville, N. C., allowing three 
weeks for change in the continental 
U.S. Change notices should include 
both old and new addresses. 
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SO 


AROUND THE WORLD 


WANT TO STUDY IN BRAZIL? 


BRAZIL — The Fifteenth of No- 
vember School of the North Brazil 
Mission is planning a “Brazil Famili- 
arization Course” for American Chris- 
tian high school graduates, ages 18 
to 25 years, to begin August 1, 1962. 
The one-year, co-educational program 
of study will cost about $1,300, in- 
cluding transportation to and from 
Brazil. No academic credits are of- 
fered, but the student can expect to 
develop fluency in Portuguese, both 
written and spoken, and will study 
Brazilian history and economics along 
with other courses selected from among 
available electives. For further infor- 
mation and application forms, write 
to: 





Director 

Colegio 15 de Novembro 
Garanhuns, Pernambuco 
Brazil. (Air Mail, 15c) 





KOREA — The first dormitory of 
the Korea Christian Academy has been 
completed in Taejon. It houses 18 
students and includes an apartment 
for a family, plus recreation room for 
the students. The school was opened 
last year to teach children of Korea 
missionaries through the twelfth grade, 
and is headed by Presbyterian, US, 
missionaries, Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. 
Groschelle. 





TAIWAN — The first permanent 
building of the Presbyterian Bible 
school for aboriginal tribes people, lo- 
cated a few miles outside Hwalien, has 
been completed. The student body 
numbers 87, from 10 different moun- 
tain tribes. Prior to the completion 
of this building, the school used mud 
and bamboo shacks for classrooms. 





You need not confess the sins of 
others. 


PAGE 3 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / NOVEMBER 8. 


Return to Realism Asked of Christianity 





Warning on Controls 
Of Superchurch Given 


WHEATON, Ill. (RNS) — Dr. 
Arnold T. Olson of Minneapolis, Minn., 
president of the Evangelical Free 
Church of America, warned advocates 
of Christian union against the estab- 
lishment of a “super-Church” in this 
country. 


“A super-Church could obtain ‘ter- 
ritorial rights’ to locations of new 
churches in the communities and only 
dole them out to those in the union,” 
he said. “Space in the press, time on 
radio and TV could also be under 
the control of this united Church.” 


Speaking at a meeting of the de- 
nomination’s ministers, Dr. Olson 
urged an ecumenism which would not 
deny the scriptural basis for unity 
and which would be obtainable with- 
out the surrender of personal liber- 
ties, congregational independence or 
denominational distinctiveness. 


“Today’s ecumenists look upon doc- 
trine and denominationalism as the 
two major obstacles to a _ super 
Church,” he said. “They have the im- 
pression that creeds divide. This has 
been true through Church history, but 
it is equally true that it takes a creed 
or a common doctrine to unite. 


“In striving for an ecumenical 
Church, many confuse union with uni- 
ty. Unity of the spirit is needed, not a 
union of Churches. Though doctrine 
has been and can be divisive, real 
unity will be found in a creed based 
on the Scriptures and fostered by the 
Holy Spirit.” 


Dr. Olson charged that theologians, 
“to smoothen the road toward ecumen- 
icity,” are “reciting creeds which they 
formerly denied, but now accept with 
mental reservations that most, if not 
all, of the statements are myths.” 





It is much easier to suppress a first 
desire than to satisfy those that fol- 
low. — ROCHEFOUCAULD, Modern Dic- 
tionary of Thoughts. 


TRENTON, N. J. (RNS) — The 
strain of idealism and pacifism in 
modern Christianity is the “main rea- 
son for the phenomenal spread and 
sensational success of Communism,” 
the president of the Foundation for 
Religious Action in the Social and 
Civil Order (FRASCO) said here. 


Speaking to a meeting of Episco- 
pal laymen, Dr. Charles Wesley Low- 
ry of Washington, D. C., called for 
a return to “Christian realism” which, 
he said, realizes that it is sometimes 
necessary to oppose evil with force. 
Thus far, Christianity’s response to 
Communism has been mainly on the 
“idealistic” side, Dr. Lowry, an Epis- 
copal clergyman, charged. 


“The trouble, so the National 
Council (of Churches) leaders and 
many other Christians including some 
Roman Catholics have said again and 
again, is that we have not been good 
enough. If we will change drastical- 
ly enough and move rapidly with suf- 
ficient government economic aid on a 
world scale, Communism will lose its 
appeal and dry up at its roots,” he 
said. 


This approach combined with the 
“new nuclear pacifism” whose slo- 
gan is “Better Red than Dead” will 
lead to disaster, Dr. Lowry predicted. 


In contrast to this, “Christian real- 
ism .. . accepts the fact that the only 
antidote to a system and mentality 
which knows nothing but power, is 
counter-power,” he continued. 


Part of the program of “Christian 
realism” would be to stop feeling 
guilty about the U. S. Armed forces 
and “thank God for the security we 
have in the Department of Defense 

cep. eae 


Instead of waiting for the Com- 
munist empire to “manifest its real 
goodness and true humanity,” Chris- 
tians ought to devote their energies 
to an aggressive campaign to win the 
cold war, Dr. Lowry said. 


“Only when we begin to win vic- 
tories and when the Communists be- 





gin to taste defeats and have doubts 
as to their ultimate success, will the 
situation change and the slightest 
chance of the conversion and altera- 
tion of Communist mentality emerge,” 
he continued. 





Portuguese Trial Set 
For 4 Missionaries 


LISBON, Portgual (RNS) — Four 
U.S. Methodist missionaries arrested 
by secret police in Angola have been 
brought to Portgual to stand trial, the 
Portuguese Foreign office announced 
here. The statement charged that the 
government has “definite proof” of 
their connections with terrorists in 
Angola. 


Arrested on Sept. 5 were the Rev. 
Wendell Lee Golden of Rockford, IIl.; 
the Rev. Edwin LeMaster of Lexing- 
ton, Ky.; Marion Way Jr., of Charles- 
ton, S. C.; and Fred Brancel of 
Endeavor, Wis. 


Portuguese secret police made the 
arrests, but no announcement was 
made by the government in Angola. 
The Methodist Board of Missions in 
New York was notified of the arrests 
on Sept. 8 by headquarters of the 
Methodist Southern Rhodesia Confer- 
ence. 


The U.S. consul general in Lisbon, 
Portuguese officials said, had been 
permitted to visit the four men. 


(Editor’s note—Will the U.S. Govern- 
ment do anything for these citizens?) 





Theologian Says US 
Nation of Atheists 


CHICAGO (RNS) — A Lutheran 
theologian told a National Lutheran 
Council home missions conference 
here that 20th century America is a 
nation of “practical atheists.” 


Dr. Warren A. Quanbeck of Lu- 
ther Theological Seminary, St. Paul, 
Minn., said Americans have lost their 
“sense of the supernatural” because 
of the rise in prestige of natural sci- 
ence and material progress, the “de- 
cay of theological symbols and the 
success in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries of anti-Christian propa- 
ganda.” 


“Ninety-five per cent of Americans 
assert belief in God, but make most 
of life’s decisions as if God did not 
exist,” he said. 


UCW Themes: Social Action, Humanism 


MIAMI BEACH, Fla. — United 
Church Women majored on social 
action and humanism during their 
ninth National Assembly here. The 
2,000 women representing member 
Churches of the National Council of 
Churches passed resolutions on a va- 
riety of social issues and heard their 
new president call them to “better 
understand ourselves.” 


Speaking on a spiritual base for 
social action, Anglican Bishop Chandu 
Ray of Pakistan told the delegates 
that human beings must achieve peace 
within their own hearts before they 
can create a world at peace. Mrs. 
Theodore F. Wallace of Kansas City, 
Mo., new UCW president, said after 
the speech: “We must focus first upon 
our own spiritual life rather than on 
avenues of service. They will unfold 
as we better understand ourselves.” 


Echoing the “know yourself’? theme 
was Secretary of State Dean Rusk, 
who said Christians have had 2,000 
years of reflection. He noted that this 
has enabled them to concentrate on 
the essential nature of man. 


In the social action field, the as- 
sembly launched what it hailed as a 
“historic” project, “Assignment: Race, 
1961-64.” Hundreds of delegates re- 
portedly pledged themselves to sup- 
port the plan, which is being financed 
by a $66,000 grant from the Field 
Foundation. Its announced purpose is 
to “mobilize and train women, through 
consultation and eight workshops held 
in different sections of the country, 
to work toward improving race rela- 
tions.” 


Nine denominations (of the 22 rep- 
resented on the UCW board) were 
reported to have approved the project. 
Among them are the Presbyterian 
Church in the US and the United 
Presbyterian Church in the USA. 
(Following its May meeting the Pres- 
byterian US Board of Women’s Work 
announced it had adopted a “Plan 
Toward Improved Relationships” as a 
part of the WOC program.) Delegates 
at Miami Beach did not vote on the 
plan; they heard that it had already 
been approved by the UCW board of 
managers. 


Delegates did pass a number of 
resolutions even though official reports 
said the assembly was not a legis- 
lative body. These actions called upon 
church women to: defend basic civil 
liberties, to work for the world-wide 


church, to support the crusade agains 
pornographic matter in the mails, 4 
stand firm in support of a strong Uy 
secretary-general’s office, to suppor! 
the new US disarmament agency, t, 
urge an end to the “equal time” pr. 
vision in the Communications Act, | 
support continuation of reciproc 7 
trade agreements and adjustment o 7 
trade barriers to stabilize prices (4 7 
that “developing” countries can by 
and sell in the world market), ani” 
to support a UN Capital Developmen, | 
Fund. 


The women also installed a slate of 
officers to serve for the next thre ~ 
years, headed by Mrs. Wallace, 7 
member of the newly-merged Unitei 7 
Church of Christ. Presbyterians on th | 
slate include: Mrs. Ernest Hoeldtke | 
Buffalo, N. Y. (UPUSA), treasurer; 
Mrs. H. C. Bleckschmidt, St. Louis, § 
Mo. (US), corresponding secretary; 
Mrs. Paul A. Moser, New York’ 
(UPUSA), Christian World Missions 
chairman; and Mrs. Harold Faust, 
Vero Beach, Fla. (UPUSA), public § 
relations chairman. 


In his featured address Secretary 
Rusk commended the organization for 
its backing of the United Nations. He 
also vigorously defended foreign aid 
and foreign trade policies of the ad. 
ministration. He called for a gover- 
ment program “financed by all of us” 
to assist domestic business that might 
be hurt by a non-restrictive import 
policy. He said such assistance might 
be patterned after the Depressed Area 
Law of 1961. 


US Presbyterians took a prominent 
part in the gathering, with a dele- 
gation of 200 from the denomination. 
Two of the group were named to the 
UCW board of managers. They are 
Mrs. Julius H. Smith of Dallas, Texas, 
and Mrs. Graves H. Thompson of 
Hampden-Sydney, Va. Presbyterian © 
US women with specific parts on the 
program included Miss B. Lewis, who 
gave book talks at morning sessions, 
and Miss Claire Randall, who designed © 
and constructed the backdrop on the 
auditorium stage. Miss Randall is 
joining the UCW as a permanent staff 
member Jan. 1. 





“Protestant” is called a_ negative 
word, but we need never be ashamed 
of the negative. Men don’t fight for ~ 
freedom, they fight against tyranny. © 
—C. LESLIE GLENN. 
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Four more volumes in a set that will total twenty-five— 


The Layman’s Bible Commentary 


Vol. 21: 
Vol. 6: 
Vol. 13: 
Vol. 16: 


THE EDITOR 


Romans, I & II Corinthians, by Kenneth J. Foreman 
Judges, Ruth, I & Il Samuel, by Eric C. Rust 

Ezekiel, Daniel, by Carl G. Howie 
Matthew, by Suzanne de Dietrich 


John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. $2.00 each; $1.75 in quantities 
of 4 or more. 


The Layman’s Bible Commentary 
represents the major effort to date 
to launch the Presbyterian Church, 
US (one of the last holdouts against 
new orthodoxy and the effects of “Bib- 
lical” theology among the larger de- 
nominations) into the main stream of 
contemporary theological thought. 


Only one of the present four vol- 
umes was written by a member of 
the Presbyterian Church, US. 


ROMANS, I & II CORINTHIANS 
— Here is theology indeed brought 
to the level of the layman’s under- 
standing. The major messages of 
these important letters are set forth 
in clear and concise fashion. 


The weakness of this volume is the 
weakness of the Commentary as a 
whole: “positive” Christian doctrines 
clearly affirmed; “negative” or “hard” 
doctrines ignored or abandoned. 


Thus laymen will find helpful treat- 
ments of Justification and Propitia- 
tion (taken as Expiation). 


But Predestination is firmly denied 
any negative application. There is 
no doctrine of Reprobation in the com- 
mentary; or of Imputation; or of 
Judgment; or of Condemnation. The 
strongest corrective to the tacit Uni- 
versalism which characterizes the 
whole Commentary appears occasional- 
ly like this: “Paul never says that 
God has sent or will send people to 
hell for these or other sins . . . He 
let them create their own hell .. . 
The wrath of God (means) the Su- 
preme Power leaving you to yourself 
in silent scorn.” 


There are places where one would 
covet the opportunity of a debate with 
the retired Professor of Theology at 
Louisville Seminary: as when he 


makes it a point that “it is not Paul’s 
manner to call Jesus God”; and that 
the Apostle “never says, ‘either you 
believe as I do or you are no true 
Christian’!” 


Then there is the unique treatment 
accorded the “Jewish problem” of Ro- 
mans 9. Dr. Foreman says that here 
Paul is not revealing truth, he is 
thinking out loud, so to speak, turning 
over in his mind various possibilities 
respecting the fate of the Jews and 
rejecting each possibility until he 
reaches the final answer upon which 
he settles, namely that all Israel will 
be saved. 


In other words, Dr. Foreman has 
Paul asking: “Will the solution not 
weigh justice against injustice, but 
rather express a divine, arbitrary 
Power exercised as a potter molds in- 
animate clay? That would hardly be 
reasonable. Is it then a matter of de- 
liberate choice by God, as though He 
had chosen Jacob but rejected Esau? 
That would not be compatible with 
His nature. Can we then say that 
the very fact God is merciful to any- 
one at all offsets the destruction of 
some who well deserve it? That is 
no answer. The only possible conclu- 
sion is, all Israel will be saved! God 
has consigned all men to disobedience 
that He may have mercy on all.” 
Thus Reprobation is edited away. 


The author evidently views the Bi- 
ble as a human document from which 
a Word here and there may come to 
the careful reader. This is demon- 
strated most clearly, not in the text, 
but in an introductory misquotation 
of J. B. Phillips. Dr. Phillips, speak- 
ing of the translator’s awesome task 
of handling the living Word of God, 
has written that working through the 


New Testament was like “rewiring an 
ancient house without being able to 
turn the mains off.” Dr. Foreman 
quotes Phillips thus: “working through 
the New Testament is like installing 
electricity in an old house and sud- 
denly coming on a live wire.” 


JUDGES, RUTH, I & II SAMUEL 
— This volume is the poorest of those 
on the Old Testament yet published. 
If the major fault of the New Testa- 
ment volumes is a tacit Universalism, 
the major fault of the Old Testament 
volumes is a slavish acceptance of 
the findings of radical higher criti- 
cism. 


These O. T. volumes are said to 
have been written very late (after 
the Captivity). They are alleged to 
be collections of heroic or epic tales 
whose origins are lost in the mists 
of antiquity; natural events embel- 
lished with theological meaning by ed- 
itors who added their own interpreta- 
tions in the form of unusual details 
and sometimes extra material from 
much later times put in the mouths 
of the heroes. Thus a pestilence (I 
Sam. 6:19) is assigned a theological 
explanation and a story is invented 
to explain it, namely, that the people 
had shown disrespect for the Ark, 
from which the pestilence followed. 


Judges 1 is said to be a parallel ac- 
count with Joshua, of the same con- 
quest of Canaan. Joshua’s name does 
not appear in this “second telling” of 
the story because of the nationalistic 
jealousy of the southern tribes who 
would want to tell the story without 
making him the hero. The rest of 
the history is confused — according 
to the commentator — and there is 
reason to believe there were Israelites 
in the land before the “main invasion 
of the Josephite tribes across Jordan.” 
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The epic tales here collected formed 
the basis of the later theological work 
called Deuteronomy, according to the 
author. He repeatedly disparges such 
primitive notions as that God was 
some sort of warrior God who could 
be regarded as fighting for and with 
His people. 


The author is a Baptist professor 
of (all things) Christian Apologetics. 
Anyone buying this volume errs 
twice: first by wasting his money; 
and secondly by encouraging the Edi- 
tors to believe that either Baptists 
or Presbyterians will agree with the 
advertisements of the Commentary: 
“The authors are among the world’s 
best Bible interpreters.” 


EZEKIEL, DANIEL — This vol- 
ume begins a bit better than the pre- 
ceding one, ends worse. Ezekiel is 
declared to be a historical figure, ac- 
tually living among the captives, see- 
ing in his visions the circumstances 
of Jerusalem back home. The book 
is interpreted with a fine apprecia- 
tion of the theological issues of sin 
and redemption. 


Daniel, on the other hand, is not 
considered a historical figure at all. 
The “hero” of this epic story, which 
is compared to the “Joseph saga,” (the 
“Daniel image”) was created to repre- 
sent the truest and best in Israel. 


The setting of Daniel, according to 
the author, is the Maccabean period 
and the book was written 168-165 B.C. 
The historical background, into which 
the author delves in some detail, is 
said to be the empire of Alexander 
the Great and the awful persecutions 
of the Jews under the Antiochus mon- 
archs. The author interprets Daniel 
as many commentators interpret Rev- 
. elation: as heroic fiction designed to 
say encouraging things to God’s peo- 
ple (the Jews) in their hour of trial 
(under Antiochus). 


For instance, the story of the fiery 
furnace celebrates (some 400 years 
later) the historical event when “Is- 
rael was rescued from the fiery fur- 
nace of Chaldean captivity when the 
people were set free by the hand of 
Cyrus the Persian.” The story is 
told to encourage the Jews under An- 
tiochus to trust that God would de- 
liver them. 


Nebuchadnezzer’s madness is ex- 
plained by reference to extra - Bibli- 
cal stories of Nabonidus, who ruled 
after Nebuchadnezzer and who spent 
so much time at Tema, a resort in 





the desert, that he “was probably con- 
sidered a ‘nature boy.’” 


Daniel’s prayer (Ch. 9) is said to 
have been taken from the liturgy of 
the Temple or perhaps from a later 
synagogue liturgy. 


The prophecies in Daniel are all ad- 
justed to terminate in the Maccabean 
period when the book is said to have 
been written. 


The marvelous thing about this sort 
of approach to the Bible is how these 
commentators can speak glowingly 
and appreciatively of material which 
they characterize as a deliberate lie. 
Scripture is said to be historically in- 
accurate, the stories garbled, the dates 
fabricated, the characters unidentifi- 
able. Yet this is to be taken as “con- 
taining” the Word of God from which 
we can learn much! 


MATTHEW — This is the best by 
far of the current volumes. The note 
of Universalism is clear and explicit 
and some minor difficulty with su- 
pernatural events is experienced by 
the author, but by and large she is 
faithful to the text. 


Miss de Dietrich does not cast the 
slightest shadow of doubt over the 
Virgin Birth. No layman studying 
this volume will come away with the 
impression that the miracles of the 
Lord Jesus are in any sense rejected. 
The Passion is treated with a pas- 
sionate faith; the Resurrection shines 
forth in all its splendor. The repeat- 
ed references of Matthew to judgment, 
rejection, casting away, are not avoid- 
ed. 


But with reference to the miracle of 
Christ walking on water the author 
cannot refrain from suggesting that 
post-Resurrection traditions may have 
woven themselves into the story of the 
earthly ministry of Jesus. About the 
feeding of the 5,000 she hesitates: 
“The how (of the miracle) always 
escapes us.” And certain prophecies 
on the lips of Jesus (about His Pas- 
sion) were “fixed in the tradition af- 
ter the event.” 


Who are the saved? Says she: 
“And if the sin against the Holy Spirit 
is not pardoned either in this age or 
in the age to come, the opposite is 
true also — there is hope in this age 
and in the age to come for. those who 
will not have been acquainted with or 
recognized the Son of Man here be- 
low.” For the author the “mourning” 
of those who will mourn at the Second 
Coming is a sign, not of despair but 
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of repentance; and He will have com. © 
passion on them too. 














For many, such seeming contradic. 
tions of faith and doubt will prove | 
baffling. But Miss de Dietrich’s vol. 
ume on Matthew is one of the best 
examples we have seen of the modern 
tendency to “spiritualize” the history 
of the Bible under the impression that 
Scripture is not Revelation, it is g 
“witness and instrument” of Revela. 
tion. This view allows one seriously 
to speak of Biblical history while of. 
ten thinking of it not as history at all. ] 


It is perhaps to this end that Migs | 
Dietrich is careful to say that the | 
author of Matthew could not have | 
been the Apostle; and to do most of | 
her writing in that sophisticated pres. 
ent tense which is so favorite with 
modern existentialists: “The judg. 
ment thus described has a cosmic sig- 
nificance . . . The old world is de 
stroyed to make room for the New 
Creation . . . The Son of Man ap- 
pears, according to the prophecy of 
Daniel, to judge the earth and gather 
the elect.” 












































































































































What is one’s obligation as a loyal 
churchman and a good Presbyterian, 
in the face of literature like this is- 
sued by the denominational publish- 
ing house? Is it slavishly to con- 
mend it after the manner of one con- 
servative congregation which recently 
printed in its bulletin: “Highly rec- 
ommended for home use, for teachers 
and Bible Students’? Is it to keep 
silent, prizing harmony above purity? 


Must the viewpoint of the Layman’s 
Bible Commentary be. received as 
the official viewpoint of the Church? 
If so then changes should be made 
in the Confession of Faith to har- | 
monize the statements of the Creed 
with those of these authors. 























We have a suggestion to make. Let 
Sessions and individuals urge their 
presbytery committees of education to | 
study these volumes for themselves 
(as one presbytery has already done). 
Then let those committees come to 
the January meetings of the presby- | 
teries prepared to recommend favor- | 
able or negative action on some such | 
overture as the following: 


“Resolved, that the General As- 
sembly call on the Board of Edu- 
cation to suspend publication of 
the further volumes in the Lay- 
man’s Bible Commentary until 
more adequate editorial safe 
guards can be provided.” 
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The second in a series of four messages on SECRETS OF POWER — 


The Power of the Holy Spirit 


Scripture: Acts 1:1-14 


Twelve years ago my wife and I 
spent two days of vacation at Old 
Point Comfort, Virginia, overlooking 
Hampton Roads. Early in the morn- 
ing I looked out across the bay. There 
was the aircraft carrier Midway, at 
that time one of the largest carriers 
in the world. I remember seeing a 
battleship, but the name escapes me 
now. Three destroyers were on the 
horizon. While I was watching, a sub- 
marine came slinking by. 


I thought to myself: there is the 
world’s idea of power. Yet I was 
out of date even then. The navies 
of the world had already been super- 
ceded. Atomic power had devastated 
Hiroshima. And how radically all has 
changed since then. The Midway has 
become a super-carrier; the subma- 
rine has become a Nautilus; the bom- 
ber has given way to the guided mis- 
sile; and the A-bomb has become a 
super-bomb. Even the Mercury that 
carried Commander Shepherd into 
space will soon give way to more pow- 
erful rockets, perhaps nuclear-powered, 
which will even out-distance the Rus- 
sian thrust. 


Our subject is “The Power of The 
Holy Spirit.” How strange are the 
words of Zechariah to Zerubbabel: 
“Not by might, nor by power, but 
by My Spirit, saith the Lord” (Zecha- 
riah 4:6). As Christians are we liv- 
ing in a dream world while the rest 
of mankind goes by? Do the things 
that we are saying here have no re- 
lation to reality? We know that this 
is not true. The world has yet no 
power to do the things that really 
matter. No engine envisioned by man 
can heal a broken heart, can bind up 
the open wounds of humanity, can 
cleanse the world of sin. No believer 
can handle this Book, none can read 
the Acts of the Apostles, without 
knowing that this is the Word without 


J. SHERRARD RICE, D.D. 


which man cannot live. Here is the 
lamp unto our feet and the light unto 
our path. “What must I do to be 
saved? Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt be saved, thou 
and thine house” (Acts 16:30-31). “For 
there is no other Name under heaven 
given among men by which we must 
be saved” (Acts 4:12). 


But that is not our problem. Our 
problem is that we who are witnesses 
to God’s grace find the channels 
blocked. The Church of Jesus Christ 
has lost its original vitality. And as 
long as we have it not, millions con- 
tinue to remain “strangers to the 
covenants of promise, having no hope 
and without God in the world” (Ephes- 
ians 2:12). And so we are coming 
back in these messages together, seek- 
ing in the Word of God for those sec- 
rets of power that were so marked 
a characteristic of the early Church. 


Our text is Acts 4:31: “And when 
they had prayed, the place was shaken 
where they were assembled. together, 
and they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and spake the Word of God 
with boldness.” 








REPENT AND BE BAPTIZED IN THE NAME OF 
JESUS CHRIST; AND YE SHALL RECEIVE THE 
Gift OF THE HOLy SPIRIT Acts 12:38 
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In the first message we began with 
prayer: “Without Me ye can do noth- 
ing” (John 15:5). “And when they 
had prayed, the place was shaken .. .” 
(Acts 4:31). 


Now we turn to the second part of 
the text: “they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit.” The power of the 
Spirit is the outcome of prayer. It 
is not to be expected without it. “When 
they had prayed .. .” First, “the 
place was shaken”; second, “they were 
filled.” What a tragic thing to shake 
our community to its senses, to make 
men aware of their need, and then 
to have nothing to meet that need. 
Let us not ask the one answer to 
prayer without the other. 


I 


As every Bible student knows, the 
Holy Spirit is promised in the Book 
of Acts, yet at the same time He is 
obviously already there. In the second 
verse of Genesis we see Him at work 
in creation. Yet throughout the Old 
Testament His coming is strangely 
sporadic, temporary, individual. These 
facts demand some explanation. 


(1) The first thing we notice is 
that the work of the Spirit in the 
opening verses of Genesis is a work up- 
on inanimate matter. The Word 
speaks of the creation of the world, 
not yet specifically of the human heart. 


“In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth. And the 
earth was without form and void, 
darkness was upon the face of 
the deep. And the Spirit of God 
moved upon the face of the wa- 
ters. And God said: Let there be 
light, and there was light” (Gen- 
esis 1:1-3). 


This is the characteristic work of 
the Spirit, bringing out of chaos or- 
der and light and law. In a figurative 
sense this is the work of the Spirit 








throughout the Old Testament: brood- 
ing over the world of humanity which 
God had made, now plunged into the 
darkness of sin by rebellion against 
the Creator. We find the Spirit shap- 
ing, preparing, testing, rejecting the 
weak, strengthening the good, bring- 
ing light wherever possible, and hope 
even in the midst of darkness, “mak- 
ing ready a people prepared for the 
Lord” — until in the fulness of time 
God said: “Let there be light.” 


“For God, who commanded the 
light to shine out of darkness, 
hath shined in our hearts to give 
the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ” (II Corinthians 4:6). 


(2) The first reference we have to 
the Spirit in the life of men is in 
Genesis 2:7 in that simple, yet com- 
pletely satisfying verse: 


“God formed man out of the dust 
of the earth and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and he 
became a living soul.” 


The word “formed” is the word used 
to describe the potter with the clay, 
as though God with His own hand had 
lovingly shaped the body of man. 
And the word “breath” in the Hebrew 
is the same as the word for wind and 
for spirit. Perhaps the first thing 
the ancient Hebrew noted was that 
when a man died, he stopped breath- 
ing. We might say today that his 
heart stopped beating, but they were 
not as sophisticated as that. To them, 
his breath had left him: this then was 
the essence of his life. And by iden- 
tifying his breath with the Spirit of 
God, as H. Wheeler Robinson points 
out, the Hebrew “left open a door 
heavenward in the life of man.” His 
body made out of the dust of the 
earth was a temple for the Spirit of 
God. 


The figure of the wind is one that 
we will meet again. Jesus uses it 
when he talks to Nicodemus: “You 
do not understand what I mean, Nico- 
demus, when I say that you must be 
born of the Spirit?” Listen to the 
wind. “The wind bloweth where it 
listeth, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof, but canst not tell whence it 
cometh, and whither it goeth: so is 
everyone who is born of the Spirit’ 
(John 3:8). 


Says the skeptical doctor: “In all 
my years of operating I have never 
discovered the human soul.” No, doc- 
tor; neither could the sailor on the 


beach tell Dr. Dale much about the 
wind; but, said he: “I can hoist a 
sail to catch it.” “When the day of 
Pentecost had come, they were all to- 
gether in one place, and suddenly a 
sound came from heaven like the rush- 
ing of a mighty wind and filled all 
the house where they were sitting” 
(Acts 2:1-2). And the Church of 
Jesus Christ is historical evidence to 
the fact that those who were gathered 
there did hoist a sail in it. 


“Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
Fill me with life anew, 
That I may love what Thou dost 
love, 
And do what Thou wouldst do.” 


This was the insight of the Hebrew. 


(3) Still in the Old Testament the 
Spirit of God enters into human ex- 
perience in strange ways. Some have 
come to associate His manifestation in 
the Old Testament with the word 
“charisma” — this sudden rushing of 
the Spirit of God upon a particular 
leader, often to do a particular job, 
to meet an immediate crisis, and pass- 
ing just as strangely when the need 
has been met. 


We see this in classic form, for ex- 
ample, in the life of Gideon. In Judges 
6:34 we read that the Spirit of the 
Lord came upon Gideon. In the Re- 
vised Standard Version it is “the Spirit 
of the Lord took possession of Gideon.” 
A marginal reading reads “the Spirit 
of the Lord clothed Himself in 
Gideon.” It was as though the Lord 
were searching for an instrument of 
deliverance and He rushed upon the 
earth and saw Gideon, a man of cour- 
age and integrity, and He said: “I'll 
use him.” And He came down and 
dwelt within this man. 


But there were some tragic mani- 
festations as well, evidences all too 
clear that man was not yet ready for 
the full and complete outpouring of 
God’s Spirit. 


We see it in the experience of 
Jephthah. “The Spirit of the Lord 
came upon Jephthah,” equipping him 
to do battle with the Ammonites, “and 
Jephthah made a vow to the Lord and 
said: If Thou wilt give the Ammonites 
into my hand, then whoever comes 
forth from the doors of my house to 
meet me when I return victorious from 
the Ammonites shall be the Lord’s, 
and I will offer him up for a burnt 
offering” (Judges 11:29-31). Jeph- 
thah was victorious, and his little 
daughter came dancing forth to meet 
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him; and, although it shattered his 
life, he kept his vow. We must admire 
him for his integrity, but what a tragic 








misunderstanding of the Spirit of God! ° 


Again, we see it in the life of Sam. 
son. Repeatedly we read that the 
Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon 
Samson. Physically he was the strong. 
est man in the Bible. But morally 
and spiritually he was one of the 
weakest. 
of God came to mean abnormal physi- 
cal strength with no moral or ethical 
content, no recognized God-given as- 
signment to perform. 


Two necessary pre-conditions were 
obviously missing which prevented the 


In his experience the Spirit | 


full and complete outpouring of the | 


Spirit of God in the Old Testament. 
First, man had no pattern, no clear 
idea of what the Spirit - filled life 
should be. Second, and more tragical- 
ly, the channels were blocked — there 
was sin. 


Both these obstacles were met by | 
Jesus Christ — the first by His per- | 


fect example and His lofty teaching; 
the second by the atonement, the at- 
one-ment which the cross effected for 
all those who put their trust in Him. 


II 


Let us come then to the New Testa- 
ment to the life of Jesus and the dis- 
pensation of the Spirit. 


No fact in this study is more in- 


teresting or more important than the | 


one to which Dr. T. C. Bernard calls 
our attention in his powerful Bampton 
Lectures of 1864. They are entitled 
The Progress of Doctrine In the New 
Testament, and there is clearly such 
a program in the Gospels themselves. 


This is known to all of us. Mat- 
thew’s Gospel is exactly what the 
Church has said it was through the 
years. 


It is a bridge from the Old | 


Testament; it is the Gospel for the | 


Jews. 
Christ back to Abraham. When Jesus 
delivers the Sermon on the Mount, you 
can almost imagine that He has just 
read the Ten Commandments as His 
Scripture Lesson. After the marvel- 
lous introduction of the Beatitudes, 
He says: 
to destroy the law and the prophets. 


I am not come to destroy, but to ful |] 
“Ye have heard | 
that it was said by them of old: You | 


fill” (Matthew 5:17). 


shall not kill... but I say to you...” 
“You have heard that it was said: 


(Cont. on p. 10, col. 1) 


Its opening genealogy traces | 


— 


“Think not that I am come | 
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THE BELK BROTHERS CO. 
Since 1886 


Since the opening of our first Belk-Simpson store, 
our endeavor has been to be more than just 
another merchant. We have set forth a united 
consecrated effort, dedicated to the task of securing 
superior quality merchandise, giving our customers 
a better value than any other merchant. In follow- 
ing Mr. William Henry Belk’s philosophy of mer- 
chandising, we continue to offer honest dealing 
with friendly service. 


In doing this we seek— 


TO GIVE prompt courteous service, treating our 
customers as you would a guest in your home. 


TO GIVE the best selection of merchandise from 
top quality fashions to basement bargains. 


TO GIVE satisfaction guaranteed with every 
purchase. 


TO GIVE credit terms arranged to meet your 
budget in stores doing credit. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 
since 1923 


BELK-SIMPSON stores are ready to serve you in 
the finest Southern tradition of quality, courtesy 
and honest dealings. 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, 8. C. 
J. A. Ellison, Resident Mgr. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, 8. C. 
A. M. Smith, Resident Mgr. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, 8. C. 
R. P. Crumpler, Resident Mgr. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, 8. C. 

B. L. Plyler, Resident Mgr. 
Belk’s Department Store 


Camden, 8. C. 
J. A. Hagins, Resident Mgr. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, 8. C. 
D. B. Smith, Resident Mgr. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, 8. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Resident Mgr. 
Abbeville, 8S. C. 

J. 8S. Hagins, Resident Mer. 


R. Grier Robinson, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Manning, 8. C. 
W. M. Gettys, Resident Mer. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Frankfort, Ky. 

E. C. Huggins, Resident Mgr. 
GEORGIA 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Bainb: Ga. 

M. D. Ashley, Resident Mgr. 


ARKANSAS 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


ee Ark. 
Ww. Wade, Resident Mer. 
OHIO 

Belkk-S Co. 

Ribose Obie 

Joe Kelly, Resident Mgr. 


MISSOURI 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


J. A. McCaskill, Resident Mgr. 
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SPIRIT—from p. 8 


You shall not commit adultery ... 
but I say unto you... .” Although 
He takes a vast Gospel step beyond 
current interpretations of the law, the 
Jew would still know where He was 
and what He was talking about. 


But between the opening of Mat- 
thew and the closing of John an amaz- 
ing transformation takes place. The 
disciples live with Jesus; they feel 
the authority of His words; they see 
the authority of His works; their 
hearts tell them that something is 
afoot; and when at Caesarea Philippi, 
Jesus asks them: “Whom say ye that 
I am?” Simon bursts forth: “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the Living 
God!” Still there is much to learn 
as He holds before them the cross and 
seeks to interpret to them the mission 
of the suffering servant. 


This development is emphasized 
three times over in the Synoptics, be- 
fore we ever come to the deeper mean- 
ings of the Gospel of John. But final- 
ly, having moved with Him step by 
step from one chamber to another, 
the disciples found themselves in the 
Upper Room. And the distinct realiza- 
tion of some new departure was heavy 
in the air. Now it was that Jesus 
began to speak to them in more inti- 
mate terms than He had ever used 
before, terms which they could not 
well have received in the days of the 
opening chapters of Matthew. “Ye 
believe in God; believe also in Me... 
no man cometh unto the Father, but 
by Me... Abide in Me and I in you 
, - - without Me ye can do nothing” 
(John 14:1,6; 15:4,5). 


Gently, patiently, progressively He 
has led them into the depths. From 
henceforth the Christian will be a 
man “in Christ Jesus.” With con- 
fidence and humility he will say: 
“Christ liveth in me.” 


What a vast difference from the 
incomplete ideas of the Old Testament 
and the first stages of the New. 


Now the Lord Jesus is to speak to 
them of the Spirit, and speak He does: 
fully, intimately, identifying the Spirit 
completely with Himself, making plain 
the unity of the Godhead. Ever con- 
scious of the fact that in a few hours 
He would be taken from them and 
that the loss would be, for the mo- 
ment, completely devastating, He re- 
assured them of His unfailing love, of 
the on-going of God’s purposes, of 
the wisdom of His plan. No doubt 
the disciples could not take it in at 


the time, but how often they must 
have reflected on it later. 


“It is expedient for you that I go 
away ...” (John 16:7). “He 
who believes in Me will also do 
the works that I do, and greater 
works than these will he do, be- 
cause I go to the Father” (John 
14:12). 


“IT will pray the Father, and He 
will give you another Counselor, 
to be with you forever, even the 
Spirit of truth ...I will not leave 
you desolate; I will come to you.” 
(John 14:16-18). 


He who was their teacher would be 
their teacher still. He who had been 
their strength would strengthen still. 


But no longer would He be con- 
fined by time and space to one band 
of disciples, nor tiny Palestine. The 
Spirit would work when, and where, 
and how He pleased: in every coun- 
try, in every century, in city and in 
town, in cathedral and in chapel. 


“I do not pray for these only but 
also for those who are to believe 
in Me through their word .. .” 
(John 17:20). 


And always His heart’s desire is 
that His true people everywhere may 
be one: “one God and one Spirit... 
one hope . . . one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism . .. one God and Father of 
us all, who is above all, and through 
all, and in all” (Ephesians 4:4-6). 


What He did His Church would 
now do: preaching, teaching, healing. 
No longer can we point outward to 
Him. Incredible though it seems, 
Christ liveth in me: “He dwells with 
you and will be in you” (John 14:17). 


When Peter stood up to preach on 
the day of Pentecost, it was Christ 
Jesus whom he preached: incarnate, 
crucified, risen: 


“Being therefore exalted at. the 
right hand of God, and having re- 
ceived from the Father the prom- 
ise of the Spirit, He hath shed 
forth this which you see and hear” 
(Acts 2:38). 


And when the convicted congrega- 


tion cried out: “Men and brethren, 
what shall we do?” Peter replied: 


“Repent and be baptized in the 
Name of Jesus Christ unto remis- 
sion of sins and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 
2:38). 


Two things had been lacking here- 
tofore. Men had never had a pat- 
tern of the Spirit-filled life. They 
knew not what it implied, how they 
were to be baptized in the Name (in 
the way, in the will) of Jesus Christ, 
From henceforth His purposes were 
to be the pattern of their days. And 
second, the channels had been all 
plugged up — there was sin. “Re. 
pent and be baptized every one of 
you in the Name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins, and you 
shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.” 


How could one describe the emotion 
that must have been present on that 
day? Have you observed the coun- 
tenances of those to whom some great 
joy has come? When there is great 
joy surely there is great emotion. 


Paul had trouble with excesses of 
emotion, in the early Church. Speak- 
ing with tongues, weird prophecies, 
beating of the breast — these things 
quickly get out of hand. “You should 
come to our revival,” a lady said to 
me: “You can hear us a block away.” 
But I am impressed in I Corinthians 
12-14 by the tact and sympathy with 
which Paul corrects his too zealous 
brethren. He is careful not to quench 
their enthusiasm, but to channel it in 
“the ways of Christ.” To them I 
would quote Paul’s words: 


“Earnestly desire the higher gifts. 
And I will show you a more excel- 
lent way. If I speak in the ton- 
gues of men and of angels and 
have not love, I am a noisy gong 
or a clanging cymbal” (I Corin- 
thians 12:31-13:1). 


But for us, I believe, Paul has a | 
different emphasis in 14:1. He says 
exactly the same thing, but in reverse | 
order: 


“Make love your aim, and ear- 
nestly desire the spiritual gifts, 
especially that you may prophesy.” 


And a little further along in that 
chapter he tells us what preaching in 
the Spirit can really mean. If you 
all speak in tongues, an outsider will | 
think you mad, to be sure. 


“But if all prophecy, and an un- 
believer or an outsider enters, he 
is convicted by all ... the secrets 
of his heart are disclosed, and 80 
falling on his face, he will worship 
God, and declare that God is real- 
ly among you” (I Corinthians 14: 
24:-25). 
(Cont. on p. 20, col. 1) 
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50 PUPILS TO... 


“For ten years, Scripture Press materials have 
provided our teachers with an up-to-date and 
adaptable curriculum . . . one that has met 
the needs of our people, and kept us growing 
in the Word of God.”’ 


Calvory Evang. Free Church—Sunday School, 260 
Trumboll, Connecticut Rev. Pau! H. Anderson, Pastor 


“Scripture Press lessons are graded to meet 
well the needs of our various age-groups. Our 
teachers enjoy using these Bible-based mate- 
rials, and the curriculum fits well into our 
church organization and belief.’’ 


First Reformed Church—Sunday School, 250 
lafoyette, Indiana Rev. Henry Zylstra, Pastor 


“Scripture Press lessons combine clarity of pres- 
entation with simplicity while documenting 
everything with “Thus saith the Lord.” The 
curriculum meets our needs admirably.”’ 


Our Sovior Lutheran Church— Sunday School, 200 
Mcintosh, Minnesota Rev. H. C. Molsire, Pastor 


Large and Small Sunday 
Schools Accomplish More 
for Eternity with TOTAL- 
HOUR TEACHING PLAN 


Why do Sunday Schools of a// sizes find that 
the Scripture Press Total-Hour Teaching 
Plan best meets their spiritual and educa- 
tional needs? 

Total-Hour Teaching emphasizes personal 
participation for every pupil. It implants 
Bible truths in hearts and minds, exalting 
Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. Total-Hour 
Teaching is Christ-centered, Bible-based, and 
pupil-related on all age levels. 

All activity is correlated—every minute is 
devoted to learning and living God's Word. 
Pre-session, Worship, Instruction, Expression 
and Application work together to win pupils 
for Christ. This exclusive, successful, depart- 
mentally graded, All-Bible plan can work 
wonders in your Sunday School too, whether 
small, medium, ‘or large. Send coupon for 
free material or visit your nearest Christian 
Bookstore. 
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500 PUPILS TO... 


“Our teaching situation demands materials 
which combine flexibility of method with Bib- 
lical integrity and spiritual dependability. 
Scripture Press materials are helping us meet 
the challenge of one of the greatest mission 
fields in the world.”’ 


Calvary Boptist Church—Sunday School, 300 
New YorkCity Rev. Philip Gammon, Asst. Pastor 
ond Dir. Chr. Ed. 


“Scripture Press lessons articulate Bible truth 
especially well to the more than 50% of our 
pupils who come from unchurched homes . . . 
teaching materials going into such homes are 
readily accepted and used. We have found that 
nothing equals the SP adult lessons . . . we are 
thrilled with their consistent, consecutive 
Bible study for our 10 adult classes.” 


Fourth Memorial Presbyterian Church 
—Sunday School, 938 av. att. 
Spokane, Washington Rev. Wilbur J. Antisdole, Pastor 


We appreciate the Gospel emphasis that leads 
pupils to accept Christ as Saviour and Lord. 
Scripture Press departmental grading and cur- 
riculum fit nicely into our Sunday School 
structure.” 


First Methodist Church— Sunday School, 650 
Collingswood, New Jersey Dr. James |. Mason, Sundoy 
School Supt. and Supt. of Collingswood Public Schools 
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...2500 PUPILS 


‘*We find Scripture Press lessons helpful in our 
particular situation because the individual 
never gets lost in the crowd . . . and the 
attendance keeps growing because the indi- 
vidual is constantly challenged to greater spir- 
itual growth and achievement.” 


Calvary Baptist Church—Sunday School, 2,500 
Hozel Pork, Michigan Rev. David D. Allen, Pastor 


‘We like the way Scripture Press lessons fit 
the growth patterns of our expanding com- 
munity . . . and the solid assurance they give 
of always being true to the Word of God.” 


Wheaton Bible Church—Sunday School, 1,250 
Wheoton, Illinois Rev. Malcolm R. Cronk, Pastor 


‘Scripture Press materials help us reach and 
teach pupils with widely differing degrees of 
spiritual readiness. The teacher's manual is an 
effective teaching tool in the hands of our 
workers, regardless of what their backgrounds 
may be. Always, there is the historic emphasis 
on the verities of God's Word and the ‘faith 
once delivered.’ "’ 
Moody Memorial Church— Sunday School, 1,200 
Chicago, Illinois Miss Winona Walworth, 
Exec. Sec. of Chr. Ed. 
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DITORIALS 


The Gospel Is First Of All Truth 


Of all the ideas that men have ad- 
vanced to avoid coming to terms with 
the Truth of God, the least convincing 
is the theory that faith does not rest 
upon Truth in the form of intellectual 
propositions, but rather upon Jesus 
Christ as a Person. 


Apparently some seem to think that 
you can come to know Christ without 
knowing anything about Him. Wrote 
one author recently: 


When Jesus stated that he was 
the truth he did not mean that he 
was stating a number of good and 
true ideas; he meant that in him the 
total structure of the universe was 
for the first time and forever dis- 
closed. But since this truth is set 
forth not in propositions, to which 
intellectual assent would be the 
right response, but in personal 
form, what it demands is not so 
much understanding as surrender. 


Now when intelligent persons 
(they must be intelligent, for they get 
books published) advocate nonsense, 
it must be for some compelling rea- 
son. One guess is that people who 
write like that are trying to find an 
excuse not to repeat the Apostle’s 
Creed. 


There is nothing in the Bible which 
even remotely conveys the thought: 
“You don’t have to learn anything, 


you just have to meet Someone.” Or, 
“You can meet Christ without believ- 
ing anything in particular about Him.” 


With the above quotation in mind, 
we hear the Psalmist say, “Thy Word 
have I hid in my heart that I might 
not sin against Thee” (Ps. 119:11); 
and “The entrance of Thy Word giveth 
light” (Ps. 119:180); and “He made 
known His ways unto Moses, His acts 
unto the children of Israel” (Ps. 103: 
5). 


The author of the Hebrews wrote: 
“God ... at sundry times and in divers 
manners spake in time past unto the 
fathers by the prophets” (Heb. 1:1). 
The apostle Paul wrote: “All Scripture 
(the Old Testament) is given by inspir- 
ation of God and is profitable for doc- 
trine ...” (II Tim. 3:16). To Titus 
Paul wrote: “But speak thou the things 
which become sound doctrine” (Ti. 2: 
1). 


In John 1, Jesus Christ is the Word 
of God. He spoke of Himself as the 
Truth (John 14:6). He prayed, “Sanc- 
tify them (the disciples) through Thy 
Truth: Thy Word is Truth.” James 
wrote that Christians are begotten of 
God by the Word of Truth (Ja. 1:18). 
Paul wrote to the Thessalonians that 
those are damned who believe not the 
Truth (II Thess. 2:12). To Timothy 
he wrote of “men of corrupt minds 
and destitute of the Truth” (I Tim. 





Signs of Hope 


(Part II) 
(See Sept. 6) 


Sometimes the encouraging straws 
in the wind are very small, but never- 
theless significant. One such encour- 
aging “straw” has just wafted by from 
the Armed Forces establishment. 


For several years, now, all branches 
of the Military have “encouraged” 
their chaplains to use a “Unified 
Protestant Sunday School Curriculum” 
which is quite liberal in emphasis— 
reflecting mostly the sophisticated ap- 
proach to religious education. The 
Air Force had made the use of the Cur- 
riculum mandatory. 


At a recent Air Force Command 
Chaplains Conference, the subject of 
the Curriculum came up. There were 
reports of great dissatisfaction from 
some sources and requests for per- 
mission to use more Evangelical ma- 
terial. 


Although some chaplains supported 
the viewpoint of the Curriculum, not 
one favored the regulation making its 
use mandatory. The regulation was 
abolished. 


As we have noted before, people 
are standing up on their hind legs 
here and there and making themselves 
heard. 
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6:5); and of other men who “concern. 


ing the Truth have erred” (II Tim, . 


2:18). 


To say that there are no intellectua] © 


propositions associated with the Gos. 
pel is not only to speak nonsense but 


also to make God a “dumb” God who | 
does not speak — who just acts. This 


is an essence of idolatry. For the prin. 
cipal characteristic of idols is that 
they are dumb — they never speak, 
they are only imagined to act. 


Those who say that God reveals 


Himself not in intellectual proposi- 
tions but only in mighty acts seem to 
be trying to avoid the harsh demands 
of orthodoxy — the clarion call of the 
Creeds. 


But God has revealed Himself first F 


and foremost in intellectual proposi- 


tions — in the Truth about Him | 


Jesus Christ was not a dumb image, 
standing still for men to LOOK at in 
order to SEE a revelation from God. 
He was the Word, crying out to the 


world, “HEARKEN unto Me and you i 
will HEAR a revelation from God.” | 


As the Lamb of God He revealed the 
love of God, but His sacrifice on the 
cross must be interpreted in terms of 
intellectual propositions or it is just 
the death of another man. 





Pigs in Pokes 


Commissioners to the Presbyterian 
US General Assembly in Dallas last 
spring were given this reminder: 


“Folks out here in Texas, especially, | 


don’t think it is wise to buy a ‘pig in 
a poke.’” 


The commissioners agreed that it is | 


not wise to hand out blank, signed 
checks. The businessman who does 
such a thing soon is without a busi- 
ness. At issue in Dallas was endorse 
ment of the yet-unpublished Covenant 
Life Curriculum. The Assembly did 
encourage churches to “study” the new 
literature (when it appears), but it 
declined to urge their adoption of it 
sight unseen. 


Lower courts of the Church could } 


well follow this example. Can any re 
sponsible person recommend any pre 


gram or literature he hasn’t studied, | 


or, to say the least, seen? 


Of course, World Missions commit | 


tees of synods should recommend mis- 
sions movies which they have viewed 


and which they believe will be effec } 


tive in the furtherance of the Great 
Commission. And Church Extension 
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committees of presbyteries should sug- 
gest study books which the members 
have read and which they believe will 
be helpful in the extension of the 
Kingdom. The application could be 
made to every cause of the Church. 


But the committee which gives enthu- 
siastic endorsement to literature and 
programs that it has not examined — 
simply because they come from a rec- 
ognized “official” source — abrogates 
the very reason for its existence. And 
the committee or court that adopts 
every suggestion put to it, without 
taking a careful and prayerful look, 
is about as useless as the treasurer 
who gives away blank checks. 





‘Liberal’... 
A One-Way Street? 


From a minister we hear that an 
in-coming brother was being examined 
before Presbytery before having a 
Call placed in his hands. A member 
of Presbytery asked if he was a Dis- 
pensationalist? When our correspon- 
dent’s time came he questioned the 
brother concerning his views of Neo- 
Orthodoxy. For this another minis- 
ter later chided him: “The General 
Assembly has declared itself against 
Dispensationalism. It has never indi- 
cated itself opposed to Neo-Orthodoxy. 
Your questions were out of order.” 


Now in our opinion, if a too strict 
regard for the literal interpretation of 
the Bible as the interpreter sees it 
constitutes heresy, then a fast and 
loose approach to the Bible via the 
route of “symbol” and “myth” con- 
stitutes heresy ten times over, Assem- 
bly or no Assembly deliverance. 


We think it is high time for Presby- 
terians who adhere to a faithful inter- 
pretation of the Gospel according to 
the Reformed Faith to speak up with 
as much conviction and effect as the 
aggressive liberal who is tolerant of 
error but notably intolerant of truth. 


The evangelical Presbyterian, with 
his desire to “live and let live,” too 
often lets the liberal, whose prejudices 
are subtle but adamant, place him on 
the defensive. The time has come to 
meet such camouflaged prejudices, 
however and whenever they appear, 





That will be a wretched day for the 
Church of God when she begins to think 
any aberration from the truth of little 
consequence.—J. H. Evans. 


A Layman And His Church 


“CROOKED 


“Crooked speech” is a biblical term 
found in Proverbs 6:12 and amplified 
in many ways throughout the Scrip- 
tures. 


The phrase denotes any deviation in 
language which is displeasing to God. 
Included are the “careless” or “use- 
less” words of Matthew 12:36; the 
blasphemous words against God — 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit; the 
impious use of his Name because of 
which no man shall be found guiltless; 
the false witnessing of the Ninth 
Commandment; the lying words of 
those perverters of truth who have no 
part in heaven. 


Crooked speech is a serious offense 
against God and so widespread in the 
world that we all stand guilty before 
the One from whom nothing can be 
hid. 


PROFANITY 


That profanity is so commonly heard 
is no reason for anyone to take it as 
an acceptable manner of speech. It 
should be opposed by vigorous protest 
as a sin against God and an affront 
to man. 


It is not strange that for the un- 
regenerate “devil,” “damn,” and “hell” 
are often a part of their language. 
They are speaking of their own master, 
their own condition, and their ulti- 
mate destination. 


How often is profanity nothing more 
than the blusterings of a bully. It 
shows to others the limitation of one’s 
vocabulary. It is conversation’s cess- 
pool and an offense to those who are 
forced to hear it. Profanity is the 
crutch of conversational cripples and 
places those who use it in a category 
more offensive than those who are 
physically unclean or afflicted by a 
loathsome disease. 


That profanity is used by so many 
who are unregenerate is to be ex- 
pected. That some Christians indulge 
in it is a reflection on their spiritual 


judgment. 


We live in a time when profanity is 
so universal that it arouses little com- 
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SPEECH’ 


ment and even less resentment. That 
this is, in part, an aftermath of two 
world wars is no excuse. That many 
women are also guilty in no way 
lessens its offensiveness or seriousness. 
In fact children now hear these 
“crooked words” from many sources, 
including their own homes. No wonder 
that profane language is commonplace! 


BLASPHEMY 


Blasphemy is the intrusion of pro- 
fanity into the realm of sacrilege. It 
is speaking against that which is holy; 
being critical of that which no human 
should; attributing to Satan the works 
of the Holy Spirit; setting up one’s 
self as a judge against God. 


Blasphemy is taking God’s name in 
vain. It is assuming prerogatives which 
belong to Him alone. It is cursing 
where man himself stands in judgment. 
It is usually a direct attack on God 
and can place the blasphemer in direct 
jeopardy. 


GOSSIP 


Nowhere are “crooked words” heard 
more frequently than in the realm of 
gossip. 


Gossip is usually a lie passed on 
surreptitiously either for the dubious 
pleasure of creating a sensation, or 
for the overt intention of injuring 
the one who is subject to it. - 


Gossip is so common that those who 
do not indulge in it are rare. There 
is some strange fascination about 
passing on a juicy bit of scandal. How 
we love to take the mistake of an 
acquaintance and magnify and twist 
it so that we may have a fascinating 
conversation piece! And, how rarely 
does the gossip reflect the truth! 


It is our observation that nowhere is 
gossip found to be more of a prevailing 
sin than in some Christian circles. 


By it reputations are ruined, motives 
judged, friends separated, and Chris- 
tian witness neutralized. 


(Cont. on p. 23, col. 1) 


unda 


choot LESSON | 


TORN F 
UGH 








By REV. WICK BROOMALL, A.M., Th.M. 


I. LESSON INTRODUCTION. 


A wide variety of New Testament passages make up our lesson to- 
In all these passages, though not so noticeable in some, is 
found the principle of self-control — that factor employed by the 
will which guides the human personality between licentiousness 
and lust on the one side and total self-denial and insensitivity on 
the other side. Only our Lord possessed self-control in the absolute 
Nevertheless, it is possible, by the inward work of grace 
through the operation of the Holy Spirit, for the Christian to 
bring all his sinful passions into complete subjection to the right- 


day. 


sense. 


ful Lordship of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Il. “AND FEW THERE BE THAT FIND IT” 
(Matthew 7:13-14). 


The brief outline below will help to unfathom the 
depths of these two priceless verses: 


1. One way is narrow; the other is broad. The “nar- 
row” way is Christ, who is “the gate” (John 10:9) 
and “the way” (John 14:6; Acts 4:12). Only those 
who come by way of the Cross and by way of regenera- 
tion (John 3:1-12) are able to enter. The “broad” 
way tells men that they are not sinners and that they 
can be saved apart from Christ by their good works 
(Gal. 1:6ff) . 


2. One way leads to life; the other leads to de- 
struction. “Life” (zoe) means eternal life that comes 
through Christ (Matthew. 19:29; 25:46; John 3:15£,36; 
4:14,36; 5:24; 10:28; 17:2f). “Destruction” (apoleia) 
designates the eternal punishment of the wicked in 
hell (Rom. 9:22; Phil. 3:19; II Pet. 2:1; 3:6). 


3. One has few travellers; the other has many. 
Few were saved at the time of the Flood (I Pet. 3:20f) ; 
few are chosen (Matt. 20:16; Luke 13:23f). The things 
of Christ are extremely obnoxious to the multitude 
(John 6:66; I Pet. 4:18; Rev. 13:4,8). 


4. One way is difficult; the other is deceptively easy. 
The word “straitened” comes from a verb (thlibo) 
that means “to press” (as grapes are crushed); the 
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Lesson for November 19, 1961 


GROWTH THROUGH SELF- 
DISCIPLINE 


Bible Material: Matthew 7:13-14; Luke 
9:23-25; Ephesians 4:25-32; II Peter 
1:2-11; I Corinthians 9:24-27 


Devotional Reading: Luke 13:22-30 


Memory Selection: I Corinthians 9:25 





noun form (thlipsis) is usually translated “tribula- 
tion” (John 16:33- Acts 14:22; Rom. 8:35; Rev. 7:14). 
The broad way leads eventually to death (Prov. 4:19; 
7:27; 12:26; 14:12; 15:9; 22:5). 

5. One way must be found; the other is easily en- 
tered. We “find” the way of life when we “receive” 
(John 1:12), “believe” (John 5:24) Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Saviour. Those who “will not” come to 
Christ (John 5:40) but who “will do” the will of Satan 
can never enter the way of life (Rev. 22:10f, 14f). 


Ill. “LET HIM DENY HIMSELF” (Luke 9:23-25). 

Here is Christ’s classic statement regarding the basic 
elements of our Christian faith. The following obser- 
vations will offer some light on these issues: 

1. The condition — “if” (v. 23). The Greek reads: 
“if any man wills after me to come.” The will must 
respond to the invitation (Matt. 10:37f£; John 12:25f; 
Rev. 22:17). 


2. The confession (v. 23). 
parts: 


This consists of three 


a. “let him deny himself” — the verb (aorist tense) 
indicates a complete and once-for-all denial of self 
(self-merit, self-sufficiency, self-righteousness, etc.) . 


b. “and take up his cross daily”—the verb (aorist) 
likewise indicates a final and definitive commitment 
to the cause of Christ. The Christian’s portion in this 
life is to suffer for the sake of Christ (Matt. 5:11; 
Acts 5:41; I Pet. 4:14). 


c. “and follow Me” — the verb (present tense) in- 
dicates a continuous walk throughout life in the way 
of the Lord. The true child of God will follow the 
Lamb wherever He leads (Luke 18:28f; John 10:4,27; 
Rev. 14:4). 


3. An (apparent) contradiction (v. 24). 
try to understand this passage thus: 


Let us 


a. The contrast between Christ and my soul (life). 
It is quite evident here that one must be willing to 
give up all of one’s own plans and pleasures “for my 
(Jesus’) sake” (II Cor. 5:14f; Phil. 3:4-14; Rev. 14:4). 
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b. The contrast between “saved” and “lost.” The 
man who seeks to “save” his life without Christ will 
eventually “lose” his life (Luke 12:19ff); the man 
who, for Christ’s sake, “loses” his life now will eventual- 
ly “save” his life unto life eternal (II Cor. 4:7-15; 6:4- 
10). We have only one life to live here; only what 
is done for Christ will last. 


c. The contrast between some and many. It is 
uite obvious here that “whosoever will” indicates a 
definite decision of the will. Some will choose Jesus 
as their Saviour; many more will reject Him, choosing 
the passing fancies of this life rather than the eternal 
riches of the life to come (II Tim. 3:5; 4:10; Heb. 
11:24ff) . 


4. The (ultimate) certainty (v. 25). The literal 
Greek reads: “For what shall be profited a man, hav- 
ing gained the whole world but himself having lost 
(perished) or forfeited?” All the riches of the world 
are but as “dung” in comparison to the glories to be 
found in Christ (Phil. 3:4-12). Hell is a terrible price 
to pay for this world that is passing away (I John 
2:15-17) . 


IV. “LET ALL BITTERNESS . . BE PUT AWAY” 
(Ephesians 4:25-32) . 


Here is a passage on Christian growth addressed to 
new converts. But all Christians, new and old, can 
drink of this fountain. 


1. A great renunciation (v. 25a). The Greek here 
reads: “Wherefore, having put away the lie” — the 
act being conceived as past. The whole life in unre- 
generacy is pictured as “the lie” (see John 8:44). 
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returns — regardless 
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tianity throughout the 
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‘Tit See You In Tue Morninc” 

by L. Nelson Bell 

The moving testimony of a Christian looking at life 
and death. 10c each, $1.00 doz., $6.00 hundred. 


“THe PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH” — A manual for new 
members. by C. Gregg Singer, G. Aiken Taylor, E. C. 
Scott, B. Hoyt Evans. Four articles, plus two A 
pendices from the pen of Egbert W. Smith. 15¢e each, 
2 for 25c, $10.00 hundred. 


“UNDERSTANDING THE BisLte” — How to receive a bless- 
ing from Bible study. Some principles to bear in 
mind as you study the Bible. 

by Manford Geo. Gutzke 
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notes on theological and practical considerations in 
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by J. B. Green. $1.00 doz., $6.00 hundred 


“Wat Is A PresBYTERIAN?” 
by J. Wayte Fulton. $1.00 doz., $6.00 hundred 


“He Descenpep Into HELL” 
by G. Aiken Taylor. 35c doz., $2.50 hundred 


“THE PRESENT RELEVANCE OF OUR 
CONFESSION OF FAITH” 
by Robert Strong. $1.00 doz., $6.00 hundred 
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by L. Nelson Bell. $1.00 doz., $6.00 hundred 
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Buy! 
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2. A great affirmation (v. 25b). The Greek reads: 
“keep on speaking truth.” Your life now is breathing 
in a different atmosphere. 


3. The renunciation and affirmation enforced (vv. 
26-30). The following points are to be noted: 


a. Control your emotions (vv. 26f). The word 
“wrath” is better translated as “irritation.” The verb 
form is translated “provoke” in Eph. 6:4. The Devil 
can easily get in when Christians harbor irritation 
until the next day. 


b. Control your actions (v. 28). The stealer must 
steal no more; rather, let him now labor so as to be 
able to help those who are in need (I Thess. 4:12). 
By industry and diligence Christians must control all 
impulses to theft (II Thess. 3:7-15). 


c. Control your tongue (v. 29). Here there are 
two things: (1) the negative — “let no foul speech 
come out of your mouth” (the kind of speech that 
pagans use); (2) the positive — let your speech be 
“for edifying” and to “minister grace to the hearers” 
(see Col. 4:6). 


d. Grieve not the Holy Spirit (v. 30). The Holy 
Spirit indwells every child of God (I Cor. 3:18ff) ; 
He has sealed us (II Cor. 1:22; Eph. 1:13; see Rev. 
7:3f). “The day of redemption” is the time when 
Christ returns and raises the believer’s body, thus 
completing the work of redemption (Rom. 8:23; Heb. 
9:28; I Pet. 1:3-8). 


e. Control your evil passions (v. 31). The things 
listed in this verse would surely “grieve” the Holy 
Spirit; therefore, they are to be “put away from you.” 


f. Let the positive virtues dominate your life (v. 
32). Those who formerly manifested “the works of 
the flesh” (Gal. 5:19-21) are now to “become” (so 
the Greek) “kind . . . tender-hearted, forgiving.” These 
changes can come only out of the “new creation” (II 
Cor. 5:17). We are to forgive “even as” we have 
been forgiven (Matt. 6:14f). 





GOOD BOOKS 
At Special Prices 


A list of many bargain volumes has been prepared 
by our book department and is available for the 
asking. Don’t miss this opportunity to get good 
books at reduced prices. Write today to— 
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. KNOWLEDGE 
WITH SELF-CONTROL” (Williams) (II Peter 1: 
2-11). , 

Only a very brief analysis of this very wonderful 
passage can here be given: 

1. God’s gifts and benefits (vv. 2-4). 
three: 


V. “SUPPLEMENT YOUR .. 


There are 


a. Grace and peace. Peter prays that these might 
be “multiplied.” Both nature (Gen. 1:22) and grace 
(II.Cor. 9:10; Jude 2; cf. Matt. 25:14-23) have their 
multiplication. But this can be done only in “full 
knowledge” (epignosis) of the divine Persons. 


b. “All things that pertain to life and godliness” 
(American Version). These things are granted to 
the believer through “the full knowledge” of Him 
who called us (cf. Rom. 8:29f; II Thess. 2:13). 


c. “His precious and exceeding great promises” 
(American Version). By these promises we become 
partakers of the divine nature (I John 3:9). 


2. The Christian’s response (vv. 5-7). The eight 
virtues here listed, from faith to love, are to be added 
as one stone upon another until the whole building 
of the Christian personality is completed (Eph. 3:14- 
20). Note that one of these is “temperance” (better 
rendered as “self-control”’) . 


3. Necessary admonitions (vv. 8-10a). There are 
three admonitions: (1) positive — if these virtues are 
yours and abound in you, you will be fruitful in the 
“full knowledge” of Christ, (2) negative — if you 
lack these virtues you are blind and cannot see well; 
(3) general — therefore, diligently “make your call- 
ing and election sure.” 


4. Sure promises (vv. 10b-11). (1) A promise for 
the present — by manifesting these virtues you will 
never stumble. (2) A promise for the future — as 
a climax to all, you will richly be supplied an en- 
trance into Christ’s eternal Kingdom. 


VI. “EVERY MAN THAT STRIVETH ... IS 
TEMPERATE?” (I Cor. 9:24-27). 


This concluding part of our lesson puts the whole 
issue of self-control before us in terms of athletic prac- 
tice. The man who will win in the race must keep 
his body in subjection; so Paul (and Christians) , as a 
runner, a boxer, and a herald of the Good News, keeps 
his body under control so that he may be able to run 
the race and win the crown (II Tim. 4:7f). 





God never gave man a thing to do concerning which it 
were irreverent to ponder how the Son of God would have 
done it.—GEORGE MACDONALD 
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Youth Pro 


By REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Scripture—II Corinthians 9:15 and I Corinthians 15:57,58 
Suggested Hymns— 


“Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty, the King of 
Creation” 


“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: We 
come once again to the observance of Thanksgiving. 
As we know, this is a tradition that was begun when 
the Pilgrim Fathers in New England held a day of 
thanksgiving to express their gratitude to God for His 
goodness to them. Every president since Abraham 
Lincoln has issued a proclamation setting aside a No- 
vember Thursday (now the fourth) as a national holi- 
day. It is a fine thing for a nation to give official 
recognition to its indebtedness to God, but it would 
be a better thing if all of us were always aware of 
the Lord’s blessings and gave Him sincere thanks every 
day. 


One of the main purposes of our gathering in this 
meeting today is to thank God for all He has done for 
us. If we should try to number all our blessings, we 
would find that it is impossible. If, however, we 
compare our lives with that of most other people liv- 
ing in the world today, we shall see how richly blessed 
we are. It ought to shame us that we show so little 
gratitude for the material and physical riches God 
has given us. Whenever we think of God’s goodness 
to us, though, our minds ought to turn to the greatest 
blessing of all . . . Jesus Christ. He is indeed the 
source of all our spiritual blessings. “He that spared 
not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how 
shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?” 
“Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift.” 


The Shorter Catechism sums up a great amount of 
Scriptural truth when it says “Christ, as our Redeemer, 
executeth the offices of a prophet, of a priest, and 
of a king...” Our speakers will point out the bless- 
ings that come to us from Christ as He serves in the 
offices of prophet, priest, and king. 


FIRST SPEAKER: A prophet is one who declares 
the message of another. Jesus Christ declares the 
message of God. Because of sin, human beings are 
ignorant of God’s nature and God’s will. Jesus blots 
out this ignorance by removing sin and by revealing 
God’s nature and will to us. As the Bible says, we 
may see “the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ” II Corinthians 4:6. 
“No man hath seen God at any time; the only begot- 


Cram 


FOR NOVEMBER 19, 1961— GIVING THANKS FOR CHRIST 





ten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath 
declared Him” John 1:18. Jesus said, “He that hath 
seen Me hath seen the Father” John 14:9. Ignorance 
leads to fear, but Christ destroys our fears by blotting 
out our ignorance and by giving us His perfect love. 
“Perfect love casteth out fear” I John 4:18. In Christ 
we see the power of God, the righteousness of God, 
and the love of God. When we know Christ by faith, 
He reveals to us the nature of God and the will of 
God for our salvation and our living. We must be 
thankful to God for the priceless knowledge He has 
given us through Christ. 


SECOND SPEAKER: A priest is one who repre- 
sents the people before God. He seeks to secure God’s 
forgiveness and blessings for them. Jesus Christ is 
our Priest. He represents us before God. He has 
offered an acceptable sacrifice in His death to secure 
forgiveness of our sins, and He always intercedes with 
God for us. Hear what the Bible says about Jesus as 
our Priest: “For such a high Priest became us, who is 
holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and 
made higher than the heavens; who needeth not daily, 
as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for 
his own sins, and then for the people’s: for this He 
did once, when He offered up Himself” Hebrews 7:26, 
27. “Seeing then that we have a great High Priest, 
that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, 
let us hold fast our profession. For we have not a 
high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like 
as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come bold- 
ly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in time of need.” Hebrews 4: 
14-16. “He hath made Him to be sin for us, who 
knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in Him” II Corinthians 5:21. “He is able 
also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God 
by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession 
for them” Hebrews 7:25. These are Christ's priestly 
blessings upon us. Surely we must be thankful for them. 


THIRD SPEAKER: A king is a ruler, and Jesus 
Christ is our King. He rules over us, over our world, 
and over the whole universe which He has created. 
The Bible says, “All things were made by Him, and 
without him was not anything made” John 1:13. He 
is an authoritative King. He said, “All power is given 
unto Me in heaven and in earth” Matthew 28:18. He 
is a personal King. Hear the promise He left us, “Lo, 
I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world” 
Matthew 28:20. He is an eternally victorious King 
and the only King who really matters. The Bible 
says, “The kingdoms of this world are become the 

(Cont. on p. 20, col. 2) 
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Our lesson this month covers a continuation of the 
discussion in which we were engaged as we came to 
the end of Chapter 2. James is giving practical il- 
lustrations of “religion that is genuine” from the stand- 
point of the general principles laid down at the begin- 
ning. Chapter 3 begins with another specific applica- 
tion of the general truth that the Christian life con- 
sists of the activation of the will of God in concrete 
situations. 


The “problem” of the Christian, as we saw in a 
previous lesson, is produced by the predicament in 
which he finds himself: born anew by the Word of 
truth and enabled to receive “the engrafted Word 
from God” (that is, enabled to hear or detect the will 
of God in any given situation); but still weighed 
down by his original human nature with all its “filthi- 
ness and superfluity of naughtiness” (1:21). In this 
situation — as a Christian, now a new man but with 
the old human nature still there — the Christian 
works to activate the will of God in his life. 


In Chapter 1 James has warned that no man’s re- 
ligion is genuine unless he positively does the will 
of God as this is revealed to him in God’s Word. We 
used the figure of a garden to illustrate what James 
meant to say in the closing verses of Chapter 1: “If 
any man claims to have a garden, when the land is 
actually run over with weeds, his claim is an empty 
one. He doesn’t really have a garden. If he had a 
garden it would show vegetables and flowers and fruit.” 


The Bible repeatedly stresses the fact that if a 
person’s faith is genuine there will be obvious results 
in his manner of life. I might put it this way: if a 
boy comes home and explains that he is late from 
school because he fell into the creek, then his clothes 
ought to be wet. If he claims to have fallen in the 
creek and his clothes are not wet then you have reason 
to doubt that he is telling the truth, the creek being 
what it is! 


. . -.WITH RESPECT TO PERSONS 


James now proceeds to labor this central thought 
by applying it to a concrete situation in which a Chris- 
tian can examine his response to the will of God — 
in his attitude toward others. 


In this illustration it will be helpful to remember 


Womens Work 






SUPPLEMENTARY CIRCLE BIBLE Stupy 
By Manrorp Geo. Gutze, D.D., Ph.D. 


RELIGION THAT IS GENUINE—December: “Snobs Are Judges” 


James 2:1-13 


that the Apostle is writing to Christians. Thus he does 
not consider it necessary to speak of flagrant sins. 
There would be no point in mentioning open immoral- 
ity, or drunkenness, or stealing, for these things are 
presumably beyond consideration. A Christian hardly 
needs to be reminded that he should activate the will 
of God within him by refraining from burglary. Per. 
sons who are involved in public sins need no indict- 
ment: they are self-condemned; they know they are 
in the wrong without being told. 


But there’s a real danger among Christians in that 
being free of the commonly condemned sins they 
should be deceived as to their true spiritual condition. 
They may even begin to consider themselves superior 
because they are living within the limits of public 
morality. So James chooses for an example, of his 
insistence that we should be spiritual in our living 
and not human, an action which would pass as ac- 
ceptable in human society but which is unacceptable 
in the sight of God. His illustration has to do with 
the sort of thing that can slip up on a Christian in 
such fashion that he would not even be conscious of 
sinning: 


“If there come unto your assembly a man with 
a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in 
also a poor man in vile raiment; and ye have 
respect to him that weareth the gay clothing and 
say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; and 
say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under 
my footstool: Are ye not then partial in your- 
selves and are become judges of evil thoughts?” 


The passage hardly needs comment. James is say- 
ing: “When we act toward other people in that 
manner which is the normal and human way of be 
having we may actually be sinning in that what we 
do is not according to the will of God.” We cannot 
“have the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
glory, with respect of persons!” (2:1). 


Spiritual living does not permit us to appraise the 
worth or status of other people by human standards. 
The natural thing is to measure a person’s worth 
by the outward evidence of his social prestige. When 
you see a person very well dressed you unconsciously 
think that here is a very good person. And when you 
see a person poorly dressed you unconsciously think 
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that this person is not so important. James is saying, 
“Such thinking is human, it is not spiritual thinking. 
In the sight of God that is sin . . . it is not religion 
that is genuine.” 


In the verses that follow (5-7), the Apostle simply 
argues his point: Evidences of human prestige are not 
valid for spiritual judgment. He is not denying that 
social differences are real, for they are. But he is 
saying that spiritual differences are of a different sort: 
God looks on the heart to measure a man. Since the 
faith of a man is an invisible thing, we are not to 
judge another man’s faithfulness by outward appear- 
ances. We cannot afford, as Christians, to act with 
reference to other people “with respect of persons.” 


He does not mean that we should look for a dif- 
ferent measure of judgment to apply. He means to 
say that we should apply no judgment with respect 
to persons. For us the will of God is the “royal law 
according to the Scripture” (v. 8). 


Before we consider this “royal law” one final word: 
It does not follow from these verses that all poor peo- 
ple are pious and all rich people are worldly. There 
is but one point James is making in the use of his 
illustration: The standard of acceptance of men by 


men is not a valid measure of the acceptance of men 
by God. 


THE ROYAL LAW .. . LOVE 


For we who are Christians there is but one rule: 
treat all people as if we were in their place. We 
dan’t know who is the faithful one or who is the un- 
faithful one. We don’t know who in the sight of 
God is the true believer and who is the unbeliever. 
If we apply human measures we are likely to err. 
So we seek to put ourselves in the place of the other 
person and act accordingly. 


There follows next (vv. 9-11) a discussion of “law” 
as this applies to Christians. The point here is this: 
any aspect of life — any behavior — which shows 
us to be human and not spiritual, is sufficient to make 
us transgressors before God and guilty in His sight. 
This thought constitutes a refinement — or extension 
— of the more basic and obvious commandments, such 
as those against adultery or murder. 


James is saying: “I am trying to show you ways 
in which you are inclined to act naturally and not 
spiritually; to point out areas in which you must con- 
tinually be yielded to the Holy Spirit within you in 





Tips for Circle Chairmen 


It has been truly said that the 
Cirele Chairman is the key woman of 
the Women of the Church. She has 
the opportunity to come in touch with 
the individual woman as no other of- 
ficer does. As leader of a group of 
some 25 women, she has a wonder- 
ful chance to witness for Christ. It 
should be remembered that efficiency 
in organization is important only as 
it serves to make Christ’s sufficiency 
known. 


Never go to a meeting with- 
out first asking God’s guidance and 
direction. Then: 


1. Order of Business: Have a def- 
inite order of business at every circle 
meeting, and follow it. It is helpful 
to use a notebook and mark off with 
pencil each item as it is finished. 


When you call your meeting to or- 
der, don’t stop and talk about other 
things, take your meeting through— 
then have your social and fellowship. 


2. Prayer: 15 minutes each meet- 


ing. Decide what to pray for. Should 
always be worked up to. Open meet- 
ing with verse of Scripture — then 
pray. 


3. Encourage Bible Study: At the 
first meeting get members to pledge 
that they will devote a certain amount 
of time each day in Bible study and 
meditation. The Christian Steward- 
ship of time, talent, and possessions 
should be stressed. 


4. Attendance: Insist that the cir- 
cle have a good representation at the 
general meeting. The plan of mem- 
bership of the Women of the Church 
gives an excellent opportunity for all 
of the women to know each other. All 
of the circles come together for the 
general meeting of the Women of the 
Church which is an inspirational meet- 
ing. Regular attendance at the Ex- 
ecutive Board meetings is essential for 
here plans are made and discussed. 
The Board is the clearing house where 
problems and plans are taken for help- 
ful consideration. Here the Commit- 
tee Chairman hears the General Offi- 
cers and the plans for the work which 
they represent. These plans should be 
taken to the circle in the form of a 
“Report of the Executive Board.” 


Stress attendance at prayer meeting 
and church. The SUNDAY MORN- 


ING WORSHIP service should be a 
climax of all of our weekly meetings. 


5. Programs: Start on time and 
stop on time. As prayer is the under- 
girding source of strength in every- 
thing, ask God’s guidance in planning 
programs. The circle program should 
allow ample time for fellowship. The 
talent which is in every circle should 
be found and put to use within the 
circle and also within the wider sphere 
of service afforded by the church. 
The circle is the training field for the 
women. 


6. Put Christ first: If you don’t 
you have another social gathering. 
Circle Chairman have unlimited op- 
portunities to witness to Christ. To 
them are open special doors to per- 
sonal visits as well as opportunity for 
real friendship with circle members 
through social and spiritual fellow- 
ship in their meetings. 


—Mrs. Richardson Ayres 
Alexandria, La. 





Love is that which will do for noth- 
ing what no one else will do for pay. 
—UNKNOWN. 
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order to activate the will of God for you. Don’t think 
that because you do not commit adultery you are not 
still governed by your human nature. Don’t think 
that because you do not kill you are not still worldly. 
There are many ways of being worldly and whosoever 
is worldly at any point is worldly! You don’t have 
to break every law in the Table to be a sinner. As 
a matter of fact it isn’t the breaking of the law that 
makes you sinful, it’s your worldly attitude . . . any- 
thing contrary to the will of God for you is wrong.” 


This is not an easy thought to grasp. We are not 
well prepared to think that just because we have 
greater respect for evidence of social prestige than we 
do for humble people therefore we have sinned. But 
our sin would not be in respecting wealth and despising 
poverty; it would be in our response toward people, 
making a distinction on the basis of outward ap- 
pearances. 


The response indicated for the Christian is always 
- - - love. 


THE LAW OF LIBERTY 


(v. 2) “So speak ye and so do, as they that shall 
be judged by the law of liberty.” 


I rather imagine that some will wonder what is 
meant by the “law of liberty.” To begin with, the 
word “law” has to do with the proper way of doing 
things. And the proper way of doing things for the 
Christian is in accordance with his “liberty” in Christ 
Jesus. 


In what sense do we have “liberty?” In the sense 
that Christ has set us free from the penalty and the 
consequences of sin. We are free from the binding 
condemnation of cold regulations and rules. We now 
live wholly in response to our living Lord. We no 
longer take our primary guidance from written com- 
mandments, we are guided by the will of God for us. 
We are “free” in the sense that the only binding in- 
fluence to which we are subject is the spiritual rela- 
tionship which we enjoy through the indwelling Holy 
Spirit. And God’s judgment of us will be based on 
whether in every situation (whatsoever we speak and 
whatsoever we do) we are guided by His will, not 
‘by any law. 


Verse 13 is James’ way of saying, after the manner 
of the Lord’s Prayer, “Forgive us our debts as we for- 
give our debtors.” 


Still another way of looking at our “liberty” in 


Christ Jesus is with reference to our salvation. Our 
salvation does not depend on our record: this has 
been wiped clean in the death of the Lord Jesus and 
we are “justified from” those sins which the law could 
not help. Nor does our salvation depend on what 
we shall do from this time on: we continue to live by 
grace even as we were saved by grace in the first in- 
stance. Now living by grace means to live in “free. 
dom” in a relationship to God which is henceforth 
one of willing obedience to him in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


This is religion that is genuine. 


es * # # @ 


Dr. Gutzke is Professor of English Bible at Columbia 
Seminary, Decatur, Ga. This study is also available 
on tape. Write: The Bible For You, Inc., P. O. Box 
4031, Decatur, Ga. Ask for No. 61-1 (4 lessons on 
each tape, $3.00. Set of three, Nos. 61-1, 61-2, 61-3 
$9.00) . 





YOUTH PROGRAM—from p. 17 


kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ; and He 
shall reign forever and ever” Revelation 11:15. The 
thought that Christ is our faithful, loving, powerful 
King is one of the most comforting we can consider. 
How wonderful it is to have a King who has all things 
under His control! Our King is a King of love, and 
nothing can separate us from His love. “Thanks be 
unto God, which giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


PROGRAM LEADER: Now we are led to say 
with the Psalmist, “What shall I render unto the Lord 
for all His benefits?” Mere lip service and mere ma- 
terial offerings are not enough. “The sacrifices of 
God are a broken spirit. A broken and contrite heart, 
O God, Thou wilt not despise” Psalm 51:17. Real 
thanksgiving needs to be preceded by repentance. We 
may express acceptable thanks to God by rededicating 
ourselves here and now to the service of the wonder- 
ful Christ who is so freely given to us. 


“Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 


Closing Prayer. 





POWER—1irom p. 10 


Is this actually happening in your 
congregation? As we worship are 
men conscious of the Power of the 
Spirit like that? 


Today we have two patterns of the 
Spirit-filled life: Christ, and the 
early Church. Two things stand be- 
tween us and such power: SIN and 
SELF (which is the heart of sin). 
We, too, need to “repent and be bap- 
tized in the Name (the way, the will, 
the purposes) of Jesus Christ .. .” 


Dr. James McConkey in his splendid 
little book on The Three-Fold Secret 
of the Holy Spirit (which can be ob- 
tained free of charge by writing to 
the Silver Publishing Company, Bes- 
semer Building, Pittsburg, Pennsyl- 
vania) uses this outline: 


THE SECRET OF HIS COMING— 
BELIEVING IN CHRIST 

THE SECRET OF HIS FULNESS— 
YIELDING TO CHRIST 

THE SECRET OF HIS CONSTANT 


MANIFESTATION — ABIDING 
IN CHRIST 


“Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh 
on me 
Take me, melt me, mold me, fill 
me— 
Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh 
on me.” 


In the Master’s Name, Amen. 


*_ * * * 


Dr. Rice, minister of First Church, 
Columbia, S. C., first preached this 
series of messages before the 1961 
Church Extension Conference, Mon- 
treat, N. C. 
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CENTRAL MISSISSIPPI ASKS 
STUDY OF L.B.C. VOLUMES 


JACKSON, Miss. — Central Mis- 
sissippi Presbytery adopted a resolu- 
tion at its fall meeting asking its 
Committee on Education to study the 
latest volumes of the Layman’s Bi- 
ble Commentary. The action was tak- 
en with a view to overturing the 
General Assembly or the Board of 
Education to suspend publication of 
the further volumes in the commen- 
tary until better editorial safeguards 
can be provided. (See p. 5, this is- 
sue). , 


The Presbytery also received a 
lengthy report by a special committee 
making recommendations to the Gen- 
eral Assembly’s committee currently 
preparing a Brief Statement of Be- 
lief; and urged ministers and elders 
to make their views known to the 
committee prior to the November 15 
deadline for suggestions. 


Elected Moderator of the meeting 
was the Rev. Frederick C. Fowler, III. 
Moderator in nomination is Elder 
Walter Gibbs of the Learned church. 





LECTURER AT MOORESVILLE 


MOORESVILLE, N. C. — Speaker 
for the 1961 series of the Ashlin 
White Bible Lectures, founded in 
1944, was Dr. James A. Jones, president 
of Union Theological Seminary in Vir- 
ginia. His addresses on “Prayer and 
the Life of Faith” were scheduled at 
First Church here Oct. 15-19. 





STARTS NIGHT SCHOOL 


CLINTON, S. C. — Presbyterian 
College has announced plans to in- 
augurate an Adult School this fall. 
President Marshall W. Brown said non- 
credit courses would be offered in 
19 subjects each Tuesday evening for 
10 weeks. The night program was 
initiated by the faculty academic ad- 
visory committee in cooperation with 
the Clinton Chamber of Commerce. 





INSTALLED AT DAVIDSON 


DAVIDSON, N. C. — Amid half- 
time homecoming football game fes- 


THE CHURCH AT HOME@ 


tivities at the college three North Car- 
olinians and a resident of New York 
State were named Davidson College 
Alumni Association leaders for the 
coming year. Installed were Alumni 
President Archie Wilton McLean, 
Rocky Mount, N. C., and Vice-presi- 
dents William Anthony White, Jr., 
Charlotte, N. C., and Frederick Lewis 
Symre, Jr., Gastonia. Augustus Lyn- 
don Foscue, vice president of Union 
Carbide Corp., New York, N. Y., was 
named president-elect. 





MEETINGS CONDUCTED 


WILDWOOD, Fla. — Revival serv- 
ices were conducted at First Church 
here by the Rev. John L. Fain, Jr. The 
pastor, the Rev. Orlow A. Rusher, re- 
ported that the week of meetings re- 
sulted in several professions of faith 
and additions to the church. 





GUTZKE SPEAKS AT KING 


BRISTOL, Tenn. — Dr. Manford 
George Gutzke, Professor of English 
Bible and Christian Education at Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary, was the 
speaker for the Religious Emphasis 
Week at King College. The theme for 
the week, “His Way, Mine,” was de- 
veloped by Dr. Gutzke in both morn- 
ing and evening addresses. 





SCHOOL HOLDS REVIVAL 


RABUN GAP, Ga. — More than 40 
young people at the Rabun Gap-Nacoo- 
chee School made decisions for Christ 
during Christian Emphasis Week con- 
ducted at the school by the Rev. Sam C. 
Patterson of French Camp, Miss. Most 
of the student congregation on the 
final night responded to the call to 
commit themselves to the vocation of 
God’s choice. 
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~) THE MAN, HIS MESSAGE AND HIS METHODS The Billy Graham 
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Minneapolis 3, Minn. 
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BOGGS, HELTZEL SPEAK 


BATON ROUGE, La.—Speakers at 
the centennial celebration of Louisiana 
Presbytery at First Church here were 
Dr. Marion A. Boggs, former modera- 
tor of the General Assembly, and Dr. 
Massey Mott Heltzel, pastor of the 
Government Street church, Mobile, 
Ala. Ruling Elder Eric Day of the 
Monte Sano church was elected mod- 
erator. The next meeting is scheduled 
Jan. 30 in the West Baton Rouge 
church, Port Allen. 





NEW BUILDING OPENED 


CORAL GABLES, Fla. — Granada 
church here has opened its new sanc- 
tuary and other facilities. Cost of con- 
struction and furnishing the new struc- 
ture was approximately $500,000. 
Principal speaker at the opening serv- 
ices was Dr. Vernon S. Broyles, Jr., 
of Atlanta. Ministers of Granada 
church are Dr. Frank Alfred Mathes 
and the Rev. Claude I. Allen, Jr. 





COMMERCIALIZATION HIT 


NORFOLK, Va. — At its fall meet- 
ing at First Church here Norfolk Pres- 
bytery adopted a resolution reaffirm- 
ing its belief in the Lord’s Day as 
a day of worship and opposing com- 
mercilization of the Sabbath. The 
presbytery also received a candidate 
for the ministry, Richard K. Knowles 
of the Glenwood Park church, Nor- 
folk. The Rev. John E. Johnson was 
elected moderator. 





STUDENT ACCEPTED 


MONTREAT, N. C. — Montreat - 
Anderson College has announced that 
one of its students, Miss Dianne Hast- 
ings of Miami, Fla., has been granted 
admission to the New York Univer- 
sity Junior Year Program in Spain. 
After her year in Spain she expects 
to continue her education at Belhaven 
College. The college has also an- 
nounced that the Great Books Discus- 
sion Group sponsored by its library 
has been expanded to include seven 
students, as well as faculty members 
and permanent Montreat residents. 





McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search reprints of 
the original 1879 revised editions of the 
famous McGuffey’s Readers have been com- 
pleted and you can now purchase exact 
copies at the following low prices POSTPAID: 


lst Reader .......... $2.50 4th Reader .......... $3.50 
2nd Reader .......... $2.75 5th Reader .......... $3.75 
3rd Reader .......... $3.25 6th Reader .......... $4.25 


OLD AUTHORS, Dep. SP-11, Rowan, Iowa 
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Childrens Lille Studies 
Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle | 


THE CONQUEST OF THE PROMISED LAND 
9. The Wall of Jericho Falls 


DO YOU KNOW—Why Joshua was so successful? 
LOOK UP IN YOUR BIBLE: Joshua 6:27 
WHAT DOES THIS VERSE SAY about Joshua? 


THING TO REMEMBER: We can do all things through Christ. 
Read Mark 9:23 and Philippians 4:13. 


% * * % 


THE PEOPLE ARE IN A NEW LAND Joshua 5:10-15 
Something is finished. 











































WHERE were the people? (verse 10) 
WHO ate the fruit of the land of Canaan? a 
WHAT _. stopped appearing on the ground? 
“ 
Something new happens. . 
WHERE was Joshua? (verse 13) L 
WHO saw the captain of the Lord’s host (the Lord 
Himself) ? ; 
WHAT _— did Joshua say? “What saith my __ __ __ __ unto . 
a >” P 
GOD GIVES THE RULES FOR VICTORY Joshua 6:1-5 hi 
(Connect the parts that belong together.) 
For six days they with the trumpets. 
The seventh day they shall compass (go around) the 
city once. 
Seven priests shall blow — shout with a great shout. 
All the people shall shall go around seven times. 
THE WALLS FALL DOWN Joshua 6: 12-20 
The people obeyed. The seventh day they compassed Jericho 
el BaD he eee times. Then Joshua said, “__ __ __ __ __; for 
the LORD hath given you the __ __ __ _..””. When the people 
shouted, the wall fell down flat. Joshua saved _. __ __ __ — 
and her house, and the silver and __ __ __ __, and vessels of 
den: jane tie and iron. 


*% % + + 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? What two Bible characters 
never died? Look in II Kings 2; Hebrews 11 with Genesis 5. 


(Adapted from “The Conquest of the Promised Land,’’ Copy- 
right 1959, by the Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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LAYMAN—from p. 13 


Hand in hand with gossip is the 
critical spirit. Because someone does 
not act or react as we think they 
should we begin to criticize, and the 
step from this to gossip is so short 
and the end results so similar that 
Satan must chortle when he sees Chris- 
tians fall into his trap. 


Why should a Christian adopt for 
himself a standard of conduct with 
certain prohibitions (often unrelated 
to Biblical truth) and then set himself 
up as a judge of those who live in a 
Christian freedom which their own 
consciences justify before God? There 
are good people who teach as doc- 
trines things which are actually the 
commandments of men and they then 
become both judge and jury against 
those who are equally led in other 
ways by the Holy Spirit. This is not 
right and it very decidedly injures the 
witness of the Christian. 


The first cousin of criticism is 
“backbiting,” a favorite game of those 
who forget that Christian love of the 
brethren is a definite command of the 
Lord. 


How many ministers have had their 
usefulness in a certain congregation 
destroyed by the critical tongues of 
their parishioners! 


How many Christians have suffered 
at the hands of fellow Christians who 
have undertaken to judge their actions 
without knowing the circumstances by 





which those actions were determined, 
or the Spirit-directed motivation behind 
that which they do! 


The executive editor of one of our 
city papers, a friend of the writer, 
found his paper caught in the crossfire 
of two warring factions in the churches 
of his community. One day he asked 
the writer: “Why do Christians act 
like this. Dr. . . . seems to spend his 
time attacking Christian men doing 
far more in the kingdom of God than 
he has ever been able to accomplish.” 


Little wonder that the apostle Paul 
writing to the Galatian Christians, 
said: “But if ye bite and devour one 
another, take heed that ye be not 
consumed one of another.” 


LYING 


The word “lie” is an ugly one. It 
has caused violence and even hearing 
it used makes the righteous cringe. 


But lying is widespread. It may be 
the calculated and premeditated per- 
version of the truth. Or it may be the 
implication of something we know to 
be the opposite of that implied. 


The Bible tells us that lying lips are 
an abomination to the Lord and a 
canvass of the word in its Bible usage 
shows how seriously lying is regarded 
and how much under the judgment 
of God the liar stands. 


It is to be expected that such misuse 
of speech will be found in the unre- 
generate world. At the moment our 
problem has to do with Christians. 








COMPASSION FOR ISRAEL 





Rev. Jacob Peltz 


“I want to describe our suffering family and ex- 
press our deep gratefulness,” says this courageous 
Jewess. “My husband has suffered a stroke and 
become paralyzed. He is a living corpse. We have 
two wonderful children, but we are now help- 
less immigrants in the land of Israel. In this time 
of great sorrow your gift arrived and brought tears 
to the eyes of my paralyzed husband. My dear 
children were so happy with the wonderful food 
you sent us, and now we know that the Lord has 
not forgotten us.” 


It is such Hebrew Christians, new converts, missionaries, the 
unemployed, the hungry whom we must shepherd and sustain. 
Please send your gifts to help our ministry amongst the poor, the 
young in our Children’s Home, the aged Hebrew Christians and the 
babes in Christ. Let us show compassion for Israel. Further infor- 
mation on request. Address communications to: 


INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE, INC. 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


5630-P North Campbell Ave., Chicago 45, Ill. 
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In this area we are woefully at fault 
and it requires that we confess the 
sins of our lips and like Isaiah of old 
ask that they be touched by a coal 
from the altar of God’s holiness that 
they may in turn be pleasing to 
Him. — Reprinted from Christianity 
Today. 








Now * 
THEY LIVE! 


Plain Mr. Knox Ga 


ELIZABETH WHITLEY chops away the net 
of clichés and distortions shrouding the 
figure of John Knox. Using Knox’s own 
words from speeches, letters, and argu- 
ments with Mary Queen of Scots, she 
reveals the true nature of this dour hero 
who molded a people’s church. Knox 
drew his strength from the Bible as 
God’s word, and spoke for the ordinary 
man. This book brings him to life as a 
full-dimensioned Christian advocate. 
$3.00 


Even Unto Death RREEeR 


J. C. WENGER tells with compassion the 
heroic story of sixteenth-century Ana- 
baptists, persecuted by both Roman 
Catholics and Protestants for their belief 
in such principles as separation of 
church and state. Protestantism today 
owes them a great debt—for their in- 
sights into the nature of Christianity and 
their fearless persistence in their faith 
even unto death. $2.50 


Protestant Patriarch Baa 
GEORGE HADJIANTONIOU covers the ca- 
reer of Cyril Lucaris (1572-1638), who 
gave bold leadership toward freedom for 
his Greek church until martyred. $3.50 


Bh OWA Calvin A Lite 


EMANUEL STICKELBERGER presents Cal- 
vin as a modest, yet dynamic man—be- 
loved by the people of Geneva as their 
leader under God. $3.25 







ask your bookseller - 


JOHN KNOX PRESS 


publisher of tne 
LAYMAN’'S BIBLE COMMENTARY 






MINISTERS 


Z. E. Lewis, from Turbeville, Va., 
to Hayesville, N. C. 

E. Frank Lothery, from Hot 
Springs, Ark., to Sedalia, Missouri. 
Harry V. McColloch, from Horton, 
Kansas, to St. Joseph, Missouri. 


Joseph M. Matthews, from Oak- 
land, Calif., to San Francisco, Calif. 


Irvine G. Mitchell, from Oxford, 
Miss., to Ripley, Miss. 


Ernest A. Toth, from Youngstown, 
Ohio, to Cincinnati, Ohio. 


W. Graham Wood, from Low Moor, 
Va., to Chester, Va. 


William S. Blanton, Jr., 
Scooba, Miss., to the St. 
church, Jackson, Miss. 


Lewis H. Lancaster (H.R.), has 
moved to 763% E. Main St., Spar- 
tanburg, S. C. 


J. J. Murray, Lexington, Va., will 
serve as interim supply at First 
Southern church, Austin, Tex. 


from 
Paul 


Barry D. VanDeventer, from 
Starke, Fla., to the Highlands 
church, Daytona Beach, Fla. 


W. C. Jamison is retiring as execu- 
tive secretary of Lexington Pres- 
bytery Nov. 1 and will make his 
home in Staunton, Va. 


Fred H. Leach, formerly of Hamp- 
ton, Va., is serving as supply min- 
ister of the First Church, Cape 
Charles, Va. 


Reid D. Huntley, has been ordained 
Minister to Students at William 
and Mary College, Williamsburg, 
Va. 


Dan H. Graham, from Blountville, 
Tenn., to Bristol, Tenn. 





MARRIED 


Llewellyn J. Coppedge, retired mis- 
sionary to Mexico, and Mrs. Motte 
Martin, pioneer missionary to Af- 
rica, who were married September 
26 in Atlanta, Ga., are making 
their home in Decatur, Ga. 


LETTERS 


THE FAMILY GROWS 


I write a newspaper column for a 
small weekly and, after becoming 
disturbed about ----, and knowing that 
this massive magazine was going in- 
to many homes in our community, I 
made a note in my column of a num- 
ber of the articles which had been 
published in recent issues of ----. Most 
of the reactions I had were, “I’ve 
known it all along” or “I’ve cancelled 
my subscription.” 


My sister, who is an active Presby- 
terian in Statesville, N. C., yesterday 
sent me four recent issues of the 
Journal. In a letter accompanying 
the Journals she said, “I believe you 
will find these a little different.” 


Different indeed! I cannot find 
words of praise to adequately describe 
my feelings after going through these 
several issues. You and your staff 
are to be highly commended for seeing 
the truth and telling the truth to oth- 
ers ... Enclosed is my check. 


The saddest part of the whole thing 
is that yesterday I also received a 
letter from a young minister, only a 
year out of Seminary, who accused 
me of aiding the Communist cause by 
exposing the ---- articles. 


—Mrs. R. F. Sanders 
Newberry, S. C. 


Anybody else with a sister may get 
all the sample copies of the “Journal” 
they need just for the asking.—Ed. 





MORE ABOUT EQUALIZATION 


I would express sincere thanks for 
Mr. Keyes’ “Equalization by Central 
Treasurers” (Oct. 11). This is the 
most complete and informative pres- 
entation of this situation I have seen. 
I hope it will enable an aroused Church 
to soon take steps to remedy the evils 
existing in the present policy. 


—Walter D. Shephard 
Montgomery, Ala. 





Read with alarm the articles by Ken- 
neth Keyes and Joe Hopper. If these 
men are right I see two things hap- 
pening: 1) Cutting off of enthusiasm 
for World Missions. 2) More giving 
of the Church’s money to Independent 
Mission Boards. 


There are only two major causes 
that call for benevolent giving: World 
Missions and Home Missiéns. Every- 
thing else ought to make its own way, 


—(Rev.) W. J. B. Livingston 
Hampton, Va. 





Personally I am opposed to equaliza- 
tion at any level above the Session 
of the individual church. However, 
being a Presbyterian, I must recognize 
the right of the majority of my Pres. 
bytery or Synod to vote to instruct its 
treasurer to distribute undesignated 
benevolences so as to equalize the sup- 
port of the agencies in accordance 
with the approved budget. This does 
not prevent the individual from sup- 
porting a particular agency. It only 
tends to prevent the individual from 
substituting his individual will for 
that of the majority. 


—J. W. Raine 
Alderson, W. Va. 





Equalization takes place only when 
the total pledged amounts of accepted 
budgets of the causes have not been 
raised. If there is any Benevolent 
cause that is not worthy of our sup- 
port then it should not be included 
in our budget. If it is worthy then 
it should have its approved amount 
before another cause is given extra 
offerings. It does not make sense to 
give “seconds” to one child until each 
child has had a fair portion. 


—(Rev.) R. Gage Lloyd 
Big Spring, Tex. 





THIS AND THAT 


Your Journal was sent to me as a 
gift and now I can’t do without it. 
All articles are good but I surely en- 
joy the Sunday School lessons. I am 
a Methodist but can’t find anything 
I like better than your Journal. 


—Mrs. I. L. Robinson 
Sardis, Ga. 


We would prefer you to say “our” 
“Journal.” This kind of ecumenism 


is the best kind.—Ed. 





Christian faith is nothing else but 
the soul’s venture. It ventures to 
Christ, then it ventures for Christ— 
W. BRIDGEs. 
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